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VICTORIAN USHERS & DEAFBLIND CLUB

NEWSLETTER, FEBRUARY 2006
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Photo of MC2 and PIAP Launch with Celestine Hare, Peter Hitchener and Marsha Thompson (Minister) cutting the ribbon. 

(Read about the Launch on page 6 )

WELCOME TO THIS EDITION

An informative VUDBC newsletter is distributed four or five times a year in large or normal print, braille, by post, by email. The newsletter gives you an opportunity to know what is happening with VUDBC, other issues in the deafblind community of the past or forthcoming events and also the latest details that may be of interest for anyone who are Ushers, deafblind, volunteers, deaf / hearing people, friends, interpreters, professionals and others.

Please let us know if your address has changed or if you do not want to continue receiving this newsletter. Anyone who has not received the newsletter and wish to join or have further information, please send their email or postal address to VUDBC.   

For the members, you are welcome to write any articles to share with us about life with Ushers / deafblindness, your experiences, challenges, holiday, work, hobbies, recreation / sports and other topics. Maybe you want to write about the issue of community access to technology, public transport, deafblind services in Victoria and Australia. Also if you find any interesting stories from any newspapers about Ushers or deafblindness to put in every newsletter, please let us know.  

VUDBC's postal address and committee contact details are at the below of this newsletter.

CONTENTS

1. A friendly message from VUDBC
3

2. News Flash
4

3. Waterfront walk from  St Kilda to Port Melbourne
5

4. Launch of MC2 and PIAP
6

5. Volunteer news: Kyle MacKenzie
8

6. My birthday gift of a hot-air balloon ride
9

7. Committee contact details
11

1. A FRIENDLY MESSAGE FROM VUDBC

Hello, Happy New Year 2006! Hope your Christmas was nice and relaxing in your holidays. May the New Year bring you happiness and good health with new challenges to come. 

2005 has gone but we have not lost our memories of what we did over the past year with some fun together with friends, travelling to some nice and interesting places and enjoying life as usual in learning about the world.  

For this oncoming new year what will VUDBC do for social outings and other issues. We, the committee need your help with some suggestions from you then we can start organising things. Please have a think, sharing with us to help our club consider new challenges.

The deafblind weekend camp is planned for March 31 -2 April this year at Sea mist Holiday farm in Winchelsea near Angelsea. It is a joint camp with VUDBC, DBA Recreation program and Vision Hearing Support Club for the first time to be integrated in one place after the past seven camps organised by VUDBC. 

It is time for a change to be fair to everyone who have Ushers and deafblindness to give an opportunity to enjoy the camp experience. If anyone (volunteers) is interested and willing to help out, please contact us. The camp flyers have already been sent out to everyone in January. If you have not received the flyers, please contact us and we will send you a copy. Don't forget the RVSP is 24 February. The contact details at the below of the newsletter. 

We received an email from Geelong Deaf club telling us that they are interested and learnt about our group through Deaf TV on channel 31 where we were filmed at Westgate Park last October. They would like to invite us to their social outing to Eastern Beach on Tuesday 14th march. Unfortunately VUDBC was unable to go due our usual outings are on the first Saturdays every month. We are kindly offering for DBA Recreation Program to organise a trip to Geelong. We know some of our members will be going. It should be fun meeting people to learn from each other between the deaf and deafblind community.

Our apologies for the long edition, you will notice there are lots of different information but we cant help it. Lots of information was received and we want to share it with you.  Please take your time reading the interesting news. Happy reading. 

Best to stop writing this for now. Looking forward to many new happenings and meet new / old faces and sharing about life.

Cheers from VUDBC committee

2. NEWS FLASH

Debbie Prior award:

Congratulations to Carla Anderson, the manager of DBA Community Support services, for receiving the Debbie Prior award at DBA AGM last October. The award will assist Carla to research about deafblind services in other countries. Carla will be visiting to many deafblind organisations in America, England and Finland for five weeks study from 10 March to 15th April 2006. She will write up a report about her trip on deafblind issues. VUDBC  members wish Carla all the best and safe trip. We will be looking forward to hearing from you when you are back with lots of news for sure. 

Wedding Bells: 

Congratulations to our long time volunteer Kyle MacKenzie on his marriage to Meredith Prain on Saturday 7th January 2006. Why not bring your new wife to our VUDBC outing and we would throw some confetti on you both. Smile. All the best wishes and luck for our new married life from the members of VUDBC.

3. WATERFRONT WALK

FROM ST KILDA TO PORT MELBOURNE

By Michelle Stevens

Our first outing for 2006 was held on the first Saturday of February. We walked from St Kilda to Port Melbourne. You may remember the last time in October 2004; we walked from Port Melbourne to St Kilda. The weather was lovely and sunny luckily it wasnt too hot.

The group met under the clocks at Flinders Street. The numbers of Deafblind/Ushers participants were slightly down from previous outings however those who attended really enjoyed the outing.  It was great to see old friends and volunteers after the Christmas break.

We caught the number 16 tram to St Kilda Beach which stopped opposite Luna Park which brought back many wonderful childhood memories.  

It was such a lovely day that many people took advantage of the fine weather walking with the family and even walking their dogs. Couples sat on the sea-wall looking out at the seaside, whilst parents with small children soaked up the atmosphere. We found a lovely picnic area overlooking the seaside and enjoyed our picnic lunch.  

On the way we saw crowds watching a beach volleyball tournament. Our volunteers guided us safely and explain the exactly what was happening.  They also explained the scenery it also gave us a chance to walk, and chat with friends. After a couple of hours we finally reached Port Melbourne feeling somewhat tired and looking for a well-earned cupper and cake, and a sit down. We found a lovely coffee shop.  

Those that enjoyed the outing were: Kathy Wise, Alison Rawson, Gina Pontelandolfo, Heather Lawson, Michelle Stevens, Allan Lawson, Joe Montelone, The guides were David Wise, Chris Dunn, Meredith Bartlett, Kyle MacKenzie, Rhonda Simmonds, Nicole Maher, Fiona Brindle, Tina Leeurik, Sophie O Hallron.  

The committee and members would like to thank our wonderful volunteers for their support during the days' activities. Without your support we could not enjoy this type of activity - Thank you again.  

4. LAUNCH OF MC2 AND PIAP

BY Carla Anderson

The Launch on Tuesday 24 January at The Link for the My connected community and Public Internet Access Program was a huge successful with about 40 people. DBA received funds from both to support further computer training for the deafblind community, especially for on line contacts. VHSC, VUDBC and DBA recreation programs are all involved with My connected community (MC2) to share their activities and photos. You must be a member of MC2 to get in the program. 

 Several important people came to the Launch such as Marsha Thomson, Minister of Communication and Information and Peter Hitchener, our DBA Patron. There were several wonderful speeches by Di Hartman (history of VHSC), Bill Hynes (current VHSC activities), Heather Lawson (VUDBC history and current activities) and Marsha Thomson (Minister of communications and Information Technology).  

There were colorful balloons and two coloured ribbons (blue for Public Internet Access program and orange for My connected community). Both Marsha, Celestine and Peter cut the ribbon.

For more information about this, you can contact Claire Tellefson from The Link on 9639 7900 (TTY), 9654 7133 (Voice), 9654 8544 (Fax) or email at desktalk@netspace.net.au

Here is the speech at the launch on behalf of VUDBC:

Hello my name is Heather Lawson. I have Ushers. I am one of four  committee members of Victorian Ushers and deafblind Club. I have been involved as a volunteer work in the deafblind community for many years. It is my pleasure to meet you all and share with you all about VUDBC. I would like to introduce current VUDBC committee members to you all are: Joe Montelone, Michelle Stevens, and Alison Rawson. 

Now, How did VUDBC start. It happened in 1995 the committee was set up in March, called Victorian Ushers club run by Ushers themselves. The following year in 2001 it changed to Victorian Ushers and deafblind club to welcome other deaf people with other vision loss. VUDBC is a recreation group itself as our club independence, organising monthly social outings such as bush / waterfront walks, picnics, trip to the country, seven weekend camps, workshops on awareness for people to learn about Ushers and deafblindness and more. About 30 members range between 30 to 60 of ages. Most of members in our group communicate in auslan.  

Often, VUDBC committee members go to The link for administrative work because The Link is open for us to use whenever we want to use the special equipment to help us with better communication using braille TTY or large vision display TTY to make phone calls, computer in different formats, scanning photos or something to put in the newsletter, surfing on the internet looking for any good information for our outings etc. 

The aim for VUDBC to continue as a group in the community, depsite of small  numbers, we feel positive to keep up the work to develop the public awareness. You will see many different photos, newsletters, DVD from channel 31 Deaf TV that VUDBC was filmed from our social outing to Westgate Park last October. We are encouraging more Ushers, deafblind people to be involved to give peer support to improve quality of life through our experiences. Most of us had many challenges in Learning from each others to understand the life with deafblindness. without this involvement and peer support, it would be much isolating barriers for people who have Ushers or deafblind with no help. Again  we strongly need to develop more awareness for other wider communities how to provide support as sighted guides such as volunteers, friends, Auslan interpreters, support workers, professionals to be integrated in the community. 

It is a great benefit and  worthwhile to have 'My Connected Community, and Public  internet Access Program. It is easy and access to this for us to have everything in one place and to be stored to  keep up the history of VUDBC, VHSC, and other topics in the deafblind community how it began to roll on to now where we are here with many changes over many years. It will truly have more happening in the coming years. It is important to start with the publicity on awareness about our clubs, services, and other issues for people to be aware that we are not alone in Victoria and in Australia.

Thank you for your time to be here at The Link to know something new and different in learning what you see from our website is the deafblind community that is still existed. Thank you for your support in giving the funds for MC2 and PIAP. This will improve communication even better and active to meet our needs. 

Written by Heather Lawson

5. VOLUNTEER NEWS

BY Kyle McKenzie

 My name is Kyle & I first started volunteering with the Deafblind Association (DBA) back in 1997. I had no previous experience in communicating with people who are Deaf & blind but with the help from people I met through DBA my signing skills started to develop. The people I was meeting were so courageous & active that it inspired me to be more like them. A good friend Allan Lawson who has Ushers Syndrome took me under his wing & would take me for a ride on his tandem bike to various places around Melbourne during which he would teach me Auslan. (Not while we were on the bike riding though!). The friendships made through such groups as the Victorian Ushers & Deafblind Club (VUDBC are countless. Every time VUDBC meets you can guarantee you will go somewhere interesting. Possibly you will experience the great outdoors by going bush walking at places such as Hepburn Springs or you might find yourself strolling along a beautiful beach & there have been a few coastlines we have visited. I can remember the first camp that I went on with the group to Delhuntie Park. We played some great games & took part in some fun activities. One of the activities the group got the volunteers to participate in helped us to understand what it was like to be Deafblind. We were given special glasses to simulate the vision of someone with Ushers Syndrome then we were led around the room & we tried to prepare our own breakfast. I think I spilt my cereal all over the floor! We also took turns on being guided through the grounds at the camp - this was a very unsettling experience but it made me realise how brave the members of this group are when they are prepared to tackle such activities like the flying fox.  There are plenty of stories I could tell of the places I've been with VUDBC & I'm really looking forward to the many more outings that we will go on & the jokes we will share. I can only imagine what might be the next activity…. Maybe the group will want to go parachuting? (I think I'll give that one a miss!)  Being a volunteer with VUDBC not only have I learnt new skills, visited beautiful & interesting places & met great people, I've also had a lot of fun.

6. MY BIRTHDAY GIFT

OF A HOT-AIR BALLOON RIDE 

By Richard Howell

In December it was my 60th Birthday.  My two daughters gave me a Hot-Air Balloon Ride as a gift that I was so surprised and thrilled to receive.

On January 5th this year, Nina drove our eldest daughter Sarah and to Glen Yarra Valley and we arrived there at 4:30 am to wait for the organiser to pick us up. Before the ride, the person who arranged it, told us of the incidents of weather that can cause cancellations. These are strong winds, rain, etc in this area often, luckily we had good weather conditions without clouds and it was a bit cold in the early morning.


The pilot arrived in a four-wheel drive and a trailer with the Hot air balloon basket and the burner on a plate and a large bag with the balloon in it. We all hopped into the van, other people and ourselves, and went off. It was a 40-minute trip to a mystery destination.


When we arrived at the mystery location in the country, there were two other organisations that had arrived and had set up three hot air balloons. We watched one of the three set up, at first, they put the basket on the ground, laid it down on the side and unrolled the balloon. Then a big fan fanned the mouth of the balloon to open it up. Next, the burners hot air went into the mouth of the balloon which became bigger and bigger from flat on the ground to standing up in air. Eight of us including the pilot, hopped into the basket before the burner brought more hot air to lift the basket off the ground, I did not feel the basket lifting up until I saw the ground was far off and I saw the beautiful sunrise shining on the landscape. The landscape was various and colourful like paintings and we reached the old- fashioned height measurement of 1,500 feet told to us by the pilot.


During the ride in the balloon, the weather was of a good condition and we could see everywhere - houses, roads, railway tracks, lakes, rivers, hills, farms, lines of trees, forests, paddocks of fruit, vegetables, dairy cows, a roaming mob of horses, flights of birds. There were two other balloons far away from our balloon and they were lower than our balloon. During the ride, when the balloon lowers itself, the pilot will then turn on the burner to lift higher with a strange noise like a hissssss or sooooooze. 

    
How does the balloon move forward and backward?  Around the balloon at intervals it has vents that open and close that controls by the pilot with rope repeatedly, also turning the burner on and off in various ways. 



We saw mobs of horses running so wildly when the balloon approached them, the mob of dairy cows were calm and ate the grass, they ignored the approach of the balloon on them and sometimes the birds evaded the balloon. 

     I had a bit of difficulty focusing on the scenes however Sarah pointed out the scenery and told me what they were and some of them I could see, we took many photos by our own digital cameras, my memory stick ran out before we landed on the ground.  



How did the balloon land? The bag's vent opens, oozing out the hot air and it makes the balloon go lower and lower, the pilot tells us to be ready to hold the rope handles and our bodies facing the opposite direction of the motion of the balloon. Readying ourselves before the basket went bump and bump along the ground and then the balloon deflates down to the ground and the basket tipped on its side and we were lying on our backs in the basket until the balloon fully deflated. Then each of us helped to put the balloon in the bag, by rolling it, then putting the basket on the trailer then drove back to the original pick up spot in five minutes!


We had a nice breakfast with a few people and the pilot and manager of the hot air balloon organization. He asked me how we did and I answered him, it was the best balloon I had ever ridden but told him that it would be best to lift off before sunrise. The boss was astonished by me. Thanks to God for his wonderful work of creation we saw on the landscape. We had enjoyed the ride in the hot air Balloon and I thanked Sarah and Emma for the excellent gift for my birthday!

7. COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

Postal address: 

Victorian Ushers and Deafblind Club

c/o Deafblind association,

616 Riversdale Road,

Camberwell, Victoria 3910

The committee are: 

Alison Rawson

TTY 052 411 717

fax 052 413 679

SMS 0417 593 897

email amrawson@hotmail.com

Michelle Stevens

TTY 051 760 793

SMS 0415 278 188

email stevensmt@bit.net.au

Joe Monteleone

SMS 0408 100 550

email: joemonty@netspace.net.au

Heather Lawson 

TTY 03 9898 7077

email hjlawson@netspace.net.au

For voice callers: If you do not have TTY to contact one of us, please ring National Relay service (NRS on 133677. Thank you
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