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Photo of WESTGATE PARK, 

From left to right: Peter Stanhope, Alison Rawson, heather Lawson, Gary Gresham, John Hoctor, Robert Lowery and Paula Broome. 
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1. A FRIENDLY MESSAGE FROM VUDBC 

Dear friends

Hello to the readers. Welcome to the fourth edition for 2005. Time flies that it is December now! It is summer now! It will soon reach to the coming new year of 2006! WOW that life keep going fast from the beginning of 2005. We organised an exciting eight outings through the year which will give us many memories.

You will notice while reading this edition of VUDBC, it not just me writing the full newsletter. There are some shared reports by the VUDBC members and from the deafblind community. 

For publicity about VUDBC to raise awareness about us and deafblindness it was on Deaf TV on Monday night of 7th November on channel 31. They filmed our social outing to Westgate Park. Weren't we the famous TV stars. If you missed out seeing the show, you could contact us and we could lend you a copy of DVD or you could drop in at the Link to watch the show via the computer. See Paulas story. Thank you Deaf TV.

 For the deafblind community, we would like to continue to share more awareness about issues of deafblindness on Deaf TV in the coming years so please give us any ideas and to give us plenty of time to work together with the people from Deaf TV / Channel 31.

You will also find out more and learn something new and different about Connected Community. If you have not yet joining the new living website about VUDBC, please read in this newsletter. 

And finally, the members of VUDBC would like to say many thanks to the generous supporters / volunteers who gave their time to join with the group as guide / interpreters during the year. It gave us great benefit to continue to enjoy life and exploring many new things and learning heaps from your support. Thank you once again for your great understanding of our real needs.

That is all for now. We the committee wish you a very Merry Christmas and happy new year of 2006. Be safe in your holidays and we will be looking forward to hearing from your many news in the coming year. 

Cheers from VUDBC COMMITTEE

2. NEWS FLASH

An announcement from Steve Hellier.

About a visitor from America. 

Hello everyone

It is Steven Hellier from Adelaide.  My partner is visiting Australia on Sunday 11st December 2005. His name is Ron Barnes from San Fransico, California. He is a member of North California Association of Deaf-Blind & is a guider / relay interpreter for the Deaf-Blind. He'd like to meet you in Melbourne on Friday 6th January  2006. we can meet Deafblind friends at The Link at around 11.30 am then we will go to eat lunch somewhere for the chat.

 We will be staying at Dennis Martin's apartment for one week from New Year Day to Sunday 8th January 2006 at night. 

Thanks and Cheers from steve 

3. DAY AT WESTGATE PARK

By Paula Broome

Saturday 1 October 2005

Rob and I came to Westgate Park by our car and waited for the others to arrive. Other people come to Westgate Park by mini bus and DBA car from Flinders st station a bit late. Three people (Julian Walsh) from Deaf TV / Channel 31 came to film us around the picnic area and walks along the park. 

Heather announced the group what we were doing that we needed to walk to the picnic area for lunch first. Deaf TV filmed everyone with volunteers talking to each other, then later we were ready to go for a walk along the path and had a look at 9 different statues (timber and rock). Some of them we touched and feel the different shapes. It was very interesting. We looked up at Westgate Bridge it was very high. Then went around back and saw a couple ducks at the lake and also someone saw a tiger snake under the bush near the lake. We finished the walk back at the picnic area to for a sit and rest.

The raffle prize won by Peter Stanhope - a water bottle holder  belt (for waist).

 Alison asked the group what we wanted to do for our November function - all wanted Christmas break-up lunch.

After we finished our day and goodbyes, one group  went back to Flinders St station and had a nice cuppa and cake at Degraves St cafe. Rob and I went home by car. It was so interesting and a good time. I would like to do it again in different places in the future. 

Merry Christmas and happy new year 2006 to our volunteers and friends.

The famous Deafblind TV stars were Alison Rawson, Gina Pontelandolfo, Kathy Wise, Allan Lawson, Daryl Harrison, Heather Lawson, Paula Broome, Stan  Risteski, Nigel Horbnell, John Hoctor. 

Thanks to our famous volunteers to support the group for Deaf TV / Channel 31 filming were Chris Dunn, Peter Stanhope, Dennis Witscombe, Tina Leeurik, David Wise, Lyn Horbnell, Peter Allen, Fiona Brindle, Garry Gresham, Rhonda Simmonds, Robert Lowery. 

The Deaf TV crews were Julian walsh,, gideon Gahleitner and their friend Mandy Gay.

4. VUDBC CHRISTMAS LUNCH

by Michelle stevens

Saturday 26 November 2005

This year we celebrated VUDBC Christmas lunch at Food Star restaurant in Frankston. The morning started off cloudy and slightly on the cool side; has the day gone on it turned into a beautiful day. Joe waited for some of us to arrive. Kyle and friends guided us to Platform 6 for the Frankston train. We chatted and had a great chance to catch-up on the latest news and find out what we all were planning for Christmas holidays. 

Some friends met us at Frankston station.   Keeping with VUDBC tradition we all decided to exercise before filling our empty stomachics with yummy food with a nice walk. The walk took about 15 to 20 minutes.    

When we arrived at the restaurant we paid for our meals and once everything was organized we got stuck into the food.  You could have gone back time and time again filling up your plate. It was a buffet style restaurant and I must admit I ate too much that day (smiling.) Afterwards we finished our meal and we had to be out of the restaurant by 3.00pm so the restaurant people could prepare for the evening guests. 

We decided to go for a walk and once our sighted friends helped up over the busy road we went down a beautiful path which passed the bottom of Marees and Joes house. We didn't have as many Volunteer / Guides as we hoped to have. Some people went for a strolled along the beautiful path near the beach. Some of us had to head back to catch the train to the city. Some others had coffee at the pear.  

It was a great day. It was lovely seeing such a mixture of Deafblind, Deaf, sighted and hearing friends.  

The committee hopes you all enjoyed your Christmas lunch. I had a wonderful time. It was nice to see old faces and meet some new people. I enjoyed have some younger people there too. I hope you all have a very happy Christmas and a very safe 2006.  I look forward to our next outing in February.

Those who came were: - Michelle Stevens, Heather Lawson, Stan Ristevski, Gina Pontelandoflo, Allan Lawson, Peter Tarrant, Dennis Martin, Joe Montelonee, Jeanette Loftus, Nigel Horsnell, Richard Howell, Joseph Heenan, maree, Heenan, and Paula Broome.

Sighted friends: Fiona Brindle, Sophie O'Hallaron, Phil Harper, Kyle Mc Kenize, Carla anderson, Frank Loftus, Nina Howell, Lyn Horbnell. 

the four kids joined us were: Evonne  Heenan, Jasmine Henan, Stephen Loftus and erica Harper. 

5. LAUNCH OF MY CONNECTED COMMUNITY

By The Link 

A special event of the official launch will be held at The Link. There is a computer / internet training and drop in centre for Deafblind people at The Link. The launch will be on Tuesday 24 January 2006. This is to share what has been happening with this living web online". The launch will be only for invitations due to not enough support during January.

In April this year, The Deafblind Association has successfully obtained funds from Vicnet through Victorian government for two programs. Funds from My Connected Community (MC2) project and Public Internet Access Program have given the deafblind community another opportunity to meet over online and they all can interact as a community using the living web. 

It is an opportunity for the deafblind community to meet supporters, catch up with friends and learn more about how these programs work at The Link. MC2 has enabled The Link to set up an online for the Victorian Ushers and Deafblind Club  (VUDBC) and the Vision and Hearing Support Club (VHSC).

Some of VUDBC members are helping The Link to put newsletters and adding photos from camps and outings over the past 15 years on My Connected Community (MC2). We are asking everyone to bring in their photos so we can scan them and add them to MC2. 

For more information, please contact Carla Anderson, 9882 6786 tty or 9882 9210 Fax or  email  c.anderson@dba.asn.au. For anyone who has not yet joined the My Connected community, please visit the site at www.mc2.vicnet.net.au. 

6. MY TRIP TO AMERICA

by Steven Hellier

Hello everyone!

I'd a fantastic time on the trip in America for 3 months since 14th July 2005 and then returned to Australia on 1st October 2005.

I'ven't seen many old friends of mine for over 12 years since I was a Gallaudet student.  Good to see them again, but unfortuately some of them disappeared sadly.

While I was waiting for the acceptance letter of Deaf-Blind Retreat Camp at Seabeck, I have finally got accepted and have completed a few forms. Then I have mailed them with the order money out to Deaf-Blind Retreat Office at Seattle Lighthouse of the Blind Inc.

I have left in San Fransico, California to Seattle by plane and stayed at the hostel for one week before Seabeck Camp.  I went to visit Seattle Lighthouse for the Blind Inc for the Deaf-Blind group at lunch for the chat.

My Deaf friend from Maryland & I went to meet them at Apartment Center for the bus to go to Seabeck Camp.  We had a good  chat for a short time before took a ride.  When we arrived there, one of volunteers helped me to get off..  He was very surprised to see me, hugged me, guided me to the register table for picking a package up and entered to the room. Then I dropped my bagagge off in the room and was out of the room.  I walked and saw some old campers..  Great to see them again as I haven't been there for 15 years...  I've met some new faces...  I have stayed there for full week..  I enjoyed many different activities & chatting with other each.  Some old faces couldn't remember me when I ran into them, but they did and hugged me... I have made a couple of crafts (one leather wrist & recycle bag so instructors said that they look very beautiful jobs.  We went to Port Townsend, Washington State for the tour day by buses.  They have invited some of us from oversea (Australia, Japan & Canada) to talk about our experince life.  We had BBQ for the last day and talked about our stories at Seabeck Camp...  When we left there by bus to Seattle Airport, we stayed there for the boarding lands and had a great chat. All we were out of the airport sadly... I think I will attend Seabeck Camp in 2 years probably, but I will attend Deaf-Blind conference in Baltimore, Maryland next June again for American Association of the Deaf-Blind.  I am a member of AADB.

Cheers

Steven Hellier

7. COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

Alison Rawson

TTY 052 411 717

fax 052 413 679

SMS 0417 593 897

email amrawson@hotmail.com

`Michelle Stevens

TTY  051 760 793

SMS 0415 278 188

email stevensmt@bit.net.au

Joe Monteleone

SMS 0408 100 550

email: joemonty@netspace.net.au

Heather Lawson   TTY 03 9898 7077

email hjlawson@netspace.net.au

For voice callers: If you do not have TTY to contact one of us, please ring National Relay service (NRS on 133677. Thank you
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