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A FRIENDLY MESSAGE FROM VUDBC COMMITTEE 

Dear friends

Hello! It is getting colder now but we know it is time for winter to start. Strangely, we had some nice warm days and a few raining days this month. What a weird season. Where did the rainy days go? 

The special campaign of Deafblind Awareness week is on again for all states around Australia from Sunday 26 June to Saturday 2 July to help the celebration and raise more awareness about deafblindness.

Deafblind Association in Camberwell is organising many things that will happen during the awareness week. Especially our three famous TV stars are on TV ads for the Deafblind Community Service announcement will be on Channel 9 TV again. Guess who??? They are Gina, Allan and Richard. The TV ad for Channel 9 was filmed a few years ago and will be repeated. Keep your eyes wide on telly to catch them yourself!

An exciting occasion on Saturday 2 July is our VUDBC 10 th birthday celebration is getting closer now. There will be over 40 guests coming to our party, which is a great opportunity for everyone to get together and help us to celebrate. However, we are sorry that some of you will miss out the celebration, due to your other arrangements.

We, the committee, would like to say that our long time committee member, Dennis Martin, has resigned from the committee for VUDBC. We want to say many thanks for his involvement with us and he will still look forward to meeting the group for social outings in the coming months. 

We are trying to catch up on reports on our past social outings. We are a little behind in doing this. It is important for you to know what our club has been doing. 

Also we will send you an up to date flyers for our next social outings on Saturday 6 August and 3rd September. Please keep the dates free and put in your diary book. 

Enough for now and we hope you enjoyed reading this edition. Just take your time to read. Happy reading!

See you on 2 July for big event.

Cheers

VUDBC committee
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A TRIP TO DAYLESFORD 

Saturday, 5th March 2005

Reporter by Kathy Wise (member of VUDBC)

Everyone met under the Clocks at Flinders Street Station at 9.15 to 9.30 am. The group was so happy and excited, travelling safely in the mini bus driven by an excellent "taxi" driver, Kyle Mckenzie.

The weather was crazy like 4 seasons in 1 day, sometimes raining and sunny all times. Luckily some members brought their jackets or raincoat to keep themselves warm and dry. Poor David (Kathy Wise's husband) forgot to bring his warm jacket! Luckily his lovely wife gave him an umbrella to keep him dry!

Anyway we arrived Hepburn Springs before midday after a good long trip, chatting and joking happily like little school kids (I am just joking fellas!). We had delicious lunch and drinks in barbecue area under the cover. We enjoyed the lunch, eating and drinking and chatting to one each other happily and excited.

After lunch we went to try different types of spring water in Hepburn Springs, Some members like these types of water and others don't! It was great fun to try and drink different water. I do hope the members enjoyed drinking spring water.

Afterwards we went for a nice walk on the walking tracks, great exercises and fun. Then we went back to the bus to drive to Lake Daylesford for afternoon tea at the cafe, which was so lovely to see the beautiful view of the lake in Daylesford. We did enjoy chatting and having a nice cuppa and cake. Afterwards we went for a nice stroll and look at the lake before heading home.

We left Daylesford at 4.30pm, travelling by mini bus safely home back to Flinders Street Station, arrived there about 6pm to say good bye to each other and meet each other again!

We all did have a wonderful and enjoyable day in Daylesford, but not worried about the crazy weather at all!!

Who went there were: Kathy Wise, Heather Lawson, Allan Lawson, Gina Pontelandolfo, Dennis Martin, Alison Rawson, Robert Lokmer. Special thanks to the volunteers who did a wonderful job helping the members were: Kyle McKenzie, Meredith Bartlett, David Wise Ivan and Teresa Hately and Vanessa Black.
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DAY OUTING TO MT MACEDON

Saturday 2 April

By Heather Lawson

On a humid cloudy morning on Saturday 2 April, the group met ‘Under Clocks’ at 9.30. We welcomed two new volunteers Kate and Garry who came along and assisted, as well as learned from us.

All of us stepped into the mini bus and drove about 62 kms. It took us an hour to get to Mt Macedon. We met Daryl and Rhonda outside at the Fire Brigade. They were the early birds because they got up very early and drove for 3 and half hours to meet us from Rutherglen. WOW, what a long drive for them but they wanted to come and join with us. We headed off to Mt Macedon Memorial Cross and stopped there for a while to rest and looked at the map to find a good walking track.

Off again on the wheels up on a quiet road and we discovered that it was much cooler than in the city. The country fresh air was really nice and breezy.

Off again on our feet - we all went on a walking track called Camels Hump track, but found out it was a steep track. Smile… We stopped half way puffing, puffing and puffing, had a little rest but we were chatting too much as usual!. We went off hiking to the lookout. There are two big rocks that look like camel humps with a platform standing on it for a lookout, where we could see the surroundings of mostly trees, like a massive forest and some farmlands. Nice views! We stayed there for a long while, chatting and taking photos.

After a good rest, we went back down and down which was easy for us with no puffing!!! Then we drove few hundred metres to the picnic area for lunch.  Guess what – a blooper from me!! I forgot to bring my spoon to eat my tuna with rice so I had to pick the food by my fingers to my mouth!!! Thank you Dennis for your generosity in giving me a ‘wet one’ napkin to help me clean up after!!!

Anyway, we went back to Memorial Cross car park. We all went to the big gate to go in to explore. From the starting point it was a very long  path in a straight line. We could see the War Memorial Cross in the distance as we walked. Hundreds of trees stood along on both sides of path, which gave a very nice view and so clean. We all reached the end of the long path and walked up on a few steps to have a close look at the War Memorial Cross. The Memorial Cross stood very tall in a upright position. The Cross is surrounded by steps all around, with some good lookouts. Then the group moved on walking to some more lookouts.

After our busy walkabouts, we had our break to have cuppa and cake at the café nearby and rest but always talking to each other. Then we were all off to the bus for Melbourne. Daryl and Rhonda returned to Rutherglen for another three hours drive back. Hope they arrived home safe. Our group got back to Flinders Station safe too. However it was humid late afternoon at the end of our trip!

Who went there: Allan Lawson, Dennis Martin, Gina Pontelandolfo, Richard Howell, Heather Lawson, Alison Rawson and Daryl Harrison. Thank you to our generous guides to join with us for the outing were Chris Dunn, Vanessa Black, Brent Hunt, Garry Gresham, Kate Genders and Rhonda Simmonds.
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VUDBC Committee Contact Details 

Heather Lawson

TTY: 03 9898 7077

Email: hjlawson@netspace.net.au
Joe Montellone 

SMS 0408 100 550

Email: monte@rabbit.com.au
Michelle Stevens

TTY 03 5176-0793

SMS 0415-278188

Email stevensmt@cybernetinternet.com 

Colleen Dehne

SMS 0418 567 387

Email: colleen.dehne@bigpond.com
Alison Rawson 

Fax number 52413679 

SMS 0417593897 

For people who do not have a TTY, Please ring ACE (TTY Service) on 133-677. Thank you.
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