[image: image1.png]



VICTORIAN USHERS & DEAFBLIND CLUB

Newsletter, May 2004

Dear friends

Hello, this is Heather Lawson and I am writing this newsletter for you to know what is happening in our club, and what things has been up to. 

Few things to inform you that our club outing next Saturday 8 May to Warragul in Gippsland has been dropped, due to not enough volunteers coming so we will reschedule this on next better season this year. Also we will send other flyer for next outing on Saturday 5 June soon as we can. Please put this date in your diary.

 Let you know that there will be no social outing on Saturday 3 July due to the big event of 7th Australian Deafblind Conference which will be held in Melbourne from 2 - 5 July. If you have not received any information about the conference, full program and registration etc, you could contact Despina Karidis at Deafblind Association on (03) 9882 6786 TTY or (03) 9882 7055  Voice or (03) 9882 9210 Fax and her email address is d.karidis@dba.asn.au

 It should be fun at the conference and meet lots of people and learn heaps. 

 

Other event of VUDBC Annual General Meeting will be held at sometime in August.  And the date and venue will be confirmed later. The committee would like to announce that our committee member,  Richard Howell will resign committee at AGM. We are seeking for any person who may  interested to become a member of VUDBC committee, please let us know.  

That is all for now. I hope you enjoy reading this edition. Take your time, happy reading!

Best wishes and Cheers 

Heather Lawson 

VUDBC committee 

* * * * * * *
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1. VISIT LUNA PARK AND ESPLANADE

By Heather Lawson

Our first social outing for 2004 was on Saturday 7 February to St Kilda.  The first thing in the morning about 11 am or so, the group met at Flinders Station (Under clock) and caught a tram which traveled along on St Kilda Road then went alongside the famous Esplanade and then got off the tram and headed to the front of  Luna Park to meet Heather, Buffy and Carla. 

We all walked to a restaurant called Mama Soul which is the next door to St Kilda baths. Some of us brought their own lunch and some of them bought lunch and sat outside on the balcony and some of them ate their lunch inside where there had buffet to choose. We were all eating and chatting to catch up much news what we did during Christmas and New Year holidays... BLAH BLAH!! 

On the balcony in nice warm sunny day with some clouds that floated up the blue sky, we could see was a calm beach with some yachts and boats swam around the bay. People walked everywhere below while many cars drove on the road in both ways. 

After lunch we all went back to Luna Park and the group broke up into two and some went to Luna Park and others walked to the Pier. 

The group who wanted to walk: we walked along the Esplanade and saw some people swimming at the beach but none of us swam as we preferred to continue walking. We saw kite sailing, yachts and boats. We passed the park and saw the pony for children to ride but again none of us wanted to ride. Why? We probably were busy keeping up walking and reached to the pier. Stopped there for a while and continue with our chatting. Then we headed back. Were we fit to continue walking?! 

Once again we met other group at Luna Park and joined in one group AGAIN.

(MICHELLE WROTE THIS PARAGRAPGH). Some of us went to Luna Park to look round. We had quite a shock, because it is very expensive to pay for rides, $7 for one ride per person and no Pension concessions.  We went on the big dipper, it was great fun we loved it.  Oakley did not go on ride and our volunteer looked after him. After we finished the ride, we met some of the group in front of Luna Park and we walked to the coffee shop for coffee and chat.  It was a great day out.

The day ended up as we went home on some different directions. One went to the car parking, others went to catch train nearby, and others went on a tram back to Flinders station. 

Who joined together were: 

(Dbies) Allan Lawson, Gina Pontelolfo, Daryl Harrison, Richard Howell, Kathy Wise, Robert Lokmer, Michelle Stevens, Paula Broome, Heather Lawson, Alison Rawson. The guides who supported us were: Chris Dunn, Jenny O’Keefe, Carla Anderson, Kaylene Smith, Naomi Tarrant, David Wise, Peter Stanhope, Frank …..

And two guide dogs were: Buffy and Oakley.. 

Welcome to our new faces that joined with us for the day were: Paula, Frank, Kaylene,  Jenny and Peter. Please come along again. Thanks to all Volunteers in supporting to make us an enjoyable day.

2. THE COOL WALK AT WARBURTON

By Richard Howell

On Saturday April 3rd, the weather was mainly fine and cool. 

It was deafblind day trip and walk beside the Yarra River was enjoyable time. And peaceful atmosphere of air with plenty of trees.  Warburton is the simple town of interest of crafts, cafes, recreations, family picnics, etc. We had lovely time when we arrived that town by one car and one van. We  arrived almost exact right time both in different direction, the van come from Flinders Street and a car come from Ringwood.  The  car arrived at the spot just about under five minutes later the van arrived that spot !

Then we had some lunch and chat then walked around about 6km by following the tracks of beside the Yarra River and passed over few bridges.   We enjoyed exploring different trees, ducks, geese, bridges, and we saw  people walking, playing football, having family picnics, or sitting peacefully at any café in the centre of town.

We all were happy there then had cuppa then return home in bit late.

We, committee would like to thank volunteers / guides who did excellent job of making sure that we knew what was going on around us.  Those people were coming:

Deafblind: Heather, Allan, Gina, Robert, Richard, Alison, Dennis M.

Volunteers: Carla, Chris, Jenny, Pelyta,  Dennis W, Kyle, Ainslie.


3. THE PIONEERING RUSSELL HOTEL IN ENGLAND

(The article was found and thought to send this for you to learn what happening in the United Kingdom. Imagine this if you are holidaying in a hotel! Happy reading!!

Here is:

/Demonstrating the popularity of accessible accommodation, the first purpose built hotel for blind and partially sighted people in the UK has been 'very busy' since opening at the end of last year.

The pioneering Russell Hotel in West Sussex. England was built based on suggestions from vision impaired holiday makers who were involved at every stage of the design process.

As a result the hotel features both modern facilities such  an indoor heated swimming pool as well as many features to make the hotel highly accessible to vision impaired guests (see box).

The 4 million (A$10 million) hotel is man​aged by Action for Blind People in a unique partnership with Guide Dogs for the Blind Association.

'Thc Russell Hotel is now the type of hotel blind and partially sighted people expect and want to visit. Involving blind and partially sighted people in the design process was essential in achieving this,' said James McGee from Action for Blind People.

As a result. the hotel is Contemporary and incorporates features for vision impaired people as an integral part of the design, not just bolted on as afterthoughts

If you can do this with a hotel, you can do it with any facility or amenity for people with a

range of disabilities. The only thing that needs to change is a willingness to talk, learn and understand, he said.

Sheila Tyrell, a blind member of the user group, completely agrees. `The features in the Russell Hotel are subtle, everyone involved completely took on board that vision impaired people don't want obvious adaptations, they want a suitable hotel.'

And as a result, the hotel is reaping the rewards.’ We have been very busy and everyone seems to be enjoying their stay here, said the hotel's head housekeeper Sue Clark. `We have a lot of repeat business and if we have room we can occasionally ​cater for sighted people.'

Action for Blind People works to inspire change and create opportunities to enable blind and partially sighted people to have equal voice and equal choice in work, housing, leisure and support.

The charity runs three other hotels designed to meet the needs of guests with a vision impairment. For more information visit: www.afbp.org
Contact the Russell Hotel: Kings Parade, Bognor Regis West Sussex, POZ1 2QP, England russell_hotel@afpb.org 

I Features at the Russell Hotel

Reception

.Ridged carpet to guide guests to the reception desk A raised button to call the lift to avoid confusion with other buttons

.Carpet strips help identify stairs and the lift area 

Hallways

.Extra-wide corridors so two people with guide dogs can pass each other comfortably,. 

.Dado rails (instead of institutional-style guide rails) with discreet knobs on the rail to indicate a doorway

.Signs in Braille and embossed Old-fashioned keys arc rather than card keys (which often rely on red/green lights to indicate whether the door is locked)

Bedrooms

.Cassette players Big-button telephones Talking alarm clocks

.A liquid-level indicator for tea or coffee cups

Bathrooms 

.Contrasting-colour tiles Low-level facilities ore useful for wheelchair users

.Power points at waist level 

Restaurant

.Table linen and crockery in contrasting colours Menus available in Braille

.Staff offer to tell guests where their food is on their plate ,Using the clock system 

Swimming pool

' All one depth

' Steps (instead of a ladder) lead into the water

Dog areas 

.Grooming room

.Spend' areas - dogs get the option of grass or concrete Porch area, to dry off and get paws wiped
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4. The committee are:

Heather Lawson

TTY 9898 7077

Email: hjlawson@bigpond.com
Richard Howell

Email: rnhowell@optusnet.com.au

tty 8802 1460

fax 8802 1461

sms 0409166716

Michelle Stevens

SMS 0415-278188

Email: msteven5@bigpond.net.au

Dennis Martin

SMS 0418312367

Email: dmartin@atherton.org.au 
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