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SANDRINGHAM

On Saturday March 31st, it was a perfect day, not too hot or cold, just a great day for us for an outing. We went to Sandringham station to meet some deaf-blind people to go  walking to Beaumaris.

We were surprised and happy to see Marian Williamson and her husband Ken. They came from Bendigo.  We started to walk along the cement path and the dirt path with thick bushes and trees over us. 

We reached the jetty at Full Moon Bay. It was a really nice beach. There were many yachts and some coloured boat sheds. We walked along the jetty. We could see a big wrecked ship sunk half way into the sea, not far away from the jetty. We saw a greyish slate plaque by the jetty and it explained about HMAS CERBERUS, the Iron monitor warship of Victorian navy. The ship was built in 1868, 2,107 tons, and 225 feet long. It had 4 boilers and carried 240 tons of coal. It used 50 tons per day for speed also used 24 tons for economical speed. The speed was 6 to 9 knots.

It sailed from England and also sailed around some countries.

It cost 117,000 pounds.

Then we walked to Black Rock for lunch. We ate in a European restaurant. There were many lovely European foods. After that we walked to Beaumaris then caught the bus back to Sandringham.  We had a great day - it was an especially lovely day.   

Written by Dennis.

CAMP ILUKA NEWS

Written by Richard Howell. 

On Friday May 11th to Sunday 13th , the people with ushers/deafblind and volunteers went to Camp Iluka.  You will all know from the last VUC's newsletter where Iluka is. The weather over the weekend was excellent with warm sunny days and cold nights, however we had a very relaxed time in the clear atmosphere of fresh air among the bush and near the bay with beaches. 

The buildings of Iluka are good and safe. made from logs Inside are the kitchen, dining with lounge at the rear which had a big fireplace and sofas. 

On Friday we arrived and had a late BBQ dinner, however we had  fun eating, chatting, relaxing then we went to bed. On Saturday in the morning, we went to nearby beach for a long walk. It was sunny and fresh to breath in.  Some of us walked so clumsy and one person accidentally jumped in a small stream with volunteer and had damp trousers, shoes and socks,  we laughed. Some explored shells, wood, weeds and some special shell like ball called "dragon".  We walked on rocks supported by volunteers then had morning "tea" with cold drinks and biscuits then back to camp for lunch. 

In the afternoon, we went to Arthur's Seat and travelled by vehicles from camp to there. Some rode the Chairlift down and others walked down and caught the chairlift back.  Others did not ride the chairlift, however they chat and chat. Then "afternoon cuppa", then back camp. 

In the evening a group went to Flinders for "dine out" and the others stayed at camp for a relaxing night and ate "Italian" food which was very good. At night most of us sat on sofas near the fireplace chatting, drinking, and eating "cocktails food" till went to bed. 

On Sunday in the morning we went to Cape Schank which took us about half an hour trip in one way in vehicles. We had awonderful long walk through bush near the  beach then back camp very late for lunch at 1 pm. We rushed our lunch and chat. 

In the Afternoon, Joseph Heenan, the President of VUC gave speech to thank the volunteers and he gave gift voucher to the two chefs, Christine and Rochelle, who cooked so well. They do a wonderful job and we like the food they cook. Then we cleaned up and tidied up the buildings very quickly and said bye bye to each other then we went off home! 

Iluka Camp

Written by Joseph Heenan

My first day as President of the VUC, my wife and I with Nadia, who drove us to the camp, arrived at the same time as the rest of group from Vic Deaf Society. It was a nice day and we had a good time meeting each other and the new guides, who go to AUSLAN class. Iluka is so easy to access everything from the fridge to beds [I heard someone sneak to fridge at the middle of night! ]. We had some good old fashion games called “Music Chair”.  So all guides had some fun too. They shocked that we gave all guides the dark goggles to wear, as that’s what deaf-blind’s vision is like.  

Christine and I went to Flinders Hotel to order some drinks for the camp to enjoy in front of a large old fashion open fire and got hot pants [ if too close] 

Next day we went to the Shoreham beach for a walk but we couldn’t go over the big river because of the rainy days, so we went the other side to the south. There were a lot of rocks and seaweed to walk over like deep snow. We found some shells and tonne of seaweed and walked over like deep snow.

After lunch we went to Arthur’s seat to go for a spin on the chairlift. 

The volunteers were lucky to ride free with the deafblind people. Most of them had 2 rides down and up.

Saturday night half the group went to the Flinders hotel for dinner and the manager of the pub gave us a big welcome and we fix the table for better lighting and enjoyed a nice meal with the Pub’s own red wine [ yum ] 

We went back to camp and had long chat in front of the big fireplace and some were still chatting till 2am! 
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Next day, the final day, we went to Cape Schanck and there was a bad news that the boardwalk had been damaged by 200mm rain 2 weeks ago. We went on another long walk.  On way back to camp there are 4 people riding on 3 wheel motor bike behind us in van.  After lunch we had a quick clean up of the camp ready for the next guests then sadly said good bye to each other before returning back home.

JOE MONTELEONE

"" I would like to let you all know that I was disappointed not to join you all for the recent camp because I had already booked our family outing on the same weekend. It was my first time to miss the recent camp. I am sure I will be there next year!!!I hope you enjoyed the recent camp. See you soon 

HELLO EVERYONE!

I’m Steven Hellier from Adelaide and am usher.   I just want to say Thank you to you who, attended the Japanese Restaurant for my birthday lunch at GIGI Bar in Swanston St City on Sunday 27th May 2001, When we finished our lunch, we walked down to the Greek Restaurant for cake/coffee/chat.  We have been spending over 5 hours and had a great fun.  Then we had to go home before the dark came.  It was my pleasant to catch up with other each since haven’t seen you for a long time.  I ‘ll look forward to catching up with you soon again if I decide to come to Melbourne.

Unfortunately, I couldn’t make to attend the Usher camp because I had a plan to go to my friend’s 50th Birthday party at the Chinese Restaurant, so it was pity to be missed out.  I hope you enjoyed the camp.  I hopefully will attend the camp next year when the committee members find another place or the same one.

I have stayed at Dennis Martin’s place for 4 days and then will go back home by train.  I had an appointment with the eye specialist vet for my cat ‘Tiger’ on Tuesday 29th May in the morning when I arrived in Adelaide.

Take care of yourself.

Hugs

Steven Hellier

Usher

3 rd GENERAL MEETING

VICTORIAN USHERS & DEAF-BLIND CLUB

Dear friends

On behalf of the Victorian Ushers Club I would like to invite you to our third Annual General Meeting which will be held on Saturday July 28th 2001 at 10.30 am in the hall of the Deaf Society, 101 Wellington Parade South, East Melbourne.

Interpreters are available. Important to let Dennis Martin know if any of Ushers and deaf-blind persons want tactile interpreters and he will book some for you.

RVSP: by July 24 th, 2001 

You are invited to join with us for afternoon tea after the meeting.

Usher members ‑ please bring a plate for morning tea.

VUC will have the election (Vote) at the General meeting. 

If you are interested to join the committee, please let Dennis know by 24th July then  we will organise the vote to be ready at the A G M. Thank you.

Dennis Martin 

E- mail dbalink1@dba.com.au 

Joe Heenan TTY 9770 2011.A

E‑mail: jme.heenan@bigpond.com

Bill Hynes TTY 9657 8130; or fax‑ 9578 8367; Email hynesbill@hotmail.com

So, I look forward to see as many of you at the General Meeting  on July 28 th.

Your truly

Dennis Martin 

DEAFBLIND EXPO

Deafblind Awareness Week is being celebrated from June 24th – June 30th, 2001 and The Deaf-Blind Association is hosting a Deafblind Awareness Expo as part of the celebration. The Expo will be held 10 am – 4 pm Saturday, June 30th, at the VicDeaf Community Centre, 101 Wellington Parade South, East Melbourne (venue generously donated by VicDeaf for the Expo).

This one-day event of demonstrations, workshops and activities provides an opportunity for the public to learn about organisations that provide services to people with vision and hearing impairments. It will be especially informative for people with vision and hearing impairments, their family members, support persons and others connected with the disability field.  

Event Program:
10am – 4pm

10.30am – 11am
Expo Launch with Peter Hitchener & The Deaf Choir

11.30am–12.30am
Forum:  Telecommunication needs of 

people with deafblindness – do expectations and current services match?  

11.30am – 2pm
Sausage sizzle / lunch provided

1pm


Deaf Choir

2pm


Workshop: Sighted guiding (run by RVIB)
Please book for workshop / forum if you require interpreters

We hope you can attend! Enclosed is a flyer for your information. Please display this or copy and distribute it to your staff, friends, families, vision and hearing impairment contacts and other interested people.  If you would like a copy sent by email, simply contact s.hillman@dba.asn.au so you can distribute this information quickly to all of your contacts.

Parking is available on site by stating that you are attending the Expo.  If you have any questions about the Expo or Deafblind Awareness Week, or would like to book in for the forum / workshop please call me at The Deaf-Blind Association on Ph: (03) 9482 1155 or TTY: (03) 9489 3091.

We look forward to seeing you at the Expo!
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