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Allan Lawson proudly hold his Olympic torch
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1. DEAR FRIENDS

Hello, time flies so quickly that we are already stepping to the season of spring and it is getting closer to Christmas. WOW! I am sure you all are looking forward to being outside a lot in the nice weather and smelling flowers and meeting butterflies everywhere. Smile.. Also I assure that you all are interested to watch on television the Olympic games. It should be very interesting to see who is receiving the most medals, especially for Australians.

Here is some of the most exciting news for everyone. Many people who saw our member Allan Lawson carried the Olympic torch in the relay on Monday 31 July on the Nepean Highway through Highett, a suburb of Melbourne. Allan has written about his experience on that day with his torch and meeting people; it is enclosed in this newsletter.

The 2nd VUC General meeting was held on Saturday 29 July at the Deaf Community Centre, East Melbourne. It was well attended and the election for office bearers of the new committee was held on Thursday 7th September at first new VUC committee meeting.

It is pleasure to announce of new committee are: Joseph Heenan, President; Dennis Martin, Secretary; Richard Howell, Treasurer; Heather Lawson, committee; Bill Hynes, committee;. Good luck to the new committee and hope you all keeping busy and enjoy learning how to run the club and build your knowledge and working together.

As you may know already that I have resigned as President of Victorian Ushers club. After five years, as President I have enjoyed my involvement with the VUC, with good experiences and hard work. I wanted to make things carry on for the Ushers group to work towards its independence as a group in the community.

For example, there are many different clubs / groups in their own communities and cultures and they have different ambitions and strive develop good organisation in their communities. It means that VUC is the one of many clubs are the same but doing different issues.

Regarding of VUC newsletters, I did enjoyed writing many reports / topics / issues in the past 9 years from where I was first involved in the self‑group of Ushers Support group which started in 1991 with Carla Anderson who was working with us. One day in 1992, the Ushers group was asked if anyone who was interested to start working on newsletter. I said 'Yes Please'. But at the beginning, it was hard for me to start because at first, I had no imagination / pictures in mind and how to write with self‑expression. It took me a long while to improve my creative and written style. It truly helped me with my writing skills and increased my imagination. Hope that you all could share the work on the newsletters and collecting many up‑date information for everyone to catch up what happening around here and there.

We are greatly pleased that VUC has sold more than 80 T‑shirts of special tactile sign on it and want to thank you everyone in supporting us to continue the awareness towards the Deafblind community. If anyone has not purchased T‑shirts yet, you can contact Richard Howell. His contact number is at the end of this bulletin.

Some news to tell you that I received an email of a article from the NSW Ushers support group. You will read about this later in this newsletter. I would like to say "congratulations" to NSW Ushers group for setting up on own in New South Wales, which will make it the second Ushers group in Australia. We are really looking forward to meet other Ushers all over Australia to get know each other in the coming years. Maybe come along to our Ushers camps and you will be surprised and learn from us. Good luck to NSW Ushers group and I know it is really very new to them but will get things better slowly, as was the Ushers in Victoria.

Bill Hynes (deaf) is one of our committee member, has been selected as one of five Australian Deaf players for World Deaf Golf Championship in South Africa for seven days from October 7th. Well done and please try to hit straight for the hole!!!

The next social outing will be on Saturday, 28th October  and it is Alison Rawson's idea for our group to meet at  North Geelong. We have not forgotten about this activity as  t was cancelled last February and the Ushers agreed to  have this for October outing. See the details in this newsletter. If any Ushers and volunteers are interested to  come and join together, please let one of the committee know as we need to know how many Ushers and get enough  volunteers coming so we won't miss you. The contact numbers of committee members are at the end of this newsletter.

Now, the last of this section, I would like to say 'Good Bye' as past President and welcome to our new President, Joseph Heenan. I wish you all the best and learning new things and giving up‑date information on future newsletters. I would like to continue to share news with you and others, from time to time.

See you all on 28th October for our fun day on the feet to Eastern beach. Don't forget to let the committee know if you are coming. Thank you.

Cheers

Heather Lawson

2. NOTE FROM RICHARD HOWELL

Hello Everybody;

Remember some of you were at last July's VUC's second General meeting at Vicdeaf. I asked you to choose when to have a camp, either November 2000 or next year March, 2001. The vote of five out of eight favour this year, November.

When I went home and for few days of thinking about Camp organising and realised that there will be new committee for VUC. With the new committee learning their new roles which needs to be settled first and I realise the camp is too close in time for VUC committees to organise.

It is my fault and I apologise that I admit that my mistake before asking the new committee first.  I suggest that this November's camp is postponed until next year to give the new committee time.

Also don't forget about next year on October 2001, there will be the World Deafblind Conference at New Zealand.

It is better for me to write to you in newsletter for my apologies about jumping ahead on the camp,  so the new VUC committees will announce to you for the next newsletter.  I hope so.

Regards Richard Howell.

Dear VUC subscribers and also the people who attended Jumbuk Park Camp last March.

I would like to tell you about FROG GAME remember? I hope you remember reading last May's newsletter.

I apologize to you all of my misunderstand writing about FROG GAME because I wrote "Congratulations to Heather, Bill and Joe for making the frogs for the camp. The original frogs were made by Deaf man, name is Geoff Treloggen.

I apologize you, Geoff that I did not know and I misunderstood about the original frog game and thank you, Lisa for your email to inform me and Heather about it.

I hope all of you understand of FROG GAME and have fun again and don't forget we now know who created it ‑ Geoff Treloggen..

Regards Richard Howell.

3. DAY WALK ALONG BAYFRONT 

By Alison Rawson 
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Everyone will arrive at North Geelong. There are very easy walking tracks along the waterfront toward the city. The distance of the track will take about 45 minutes to 1 hour. So bring your drinks if you are thirsty.

We will stop for lunch on the end of the pier called Smorgys Restaurant ‑ anyone can bring your own lunch to eat inside or outside whatever you desire. Please bring enough money because there will be high speed boat ride around the bay for $10.00 to last for about 15 minutes !! Also bring your bathers if wish go for a swim at Eastern Beach where we will meet the bus at car park. To take us back to North Geelong Station.

Any problems please let me know if the weather is wet, we have to change the plan. Maybe board the ferry around the bay. Okay.

When: Saturday, 28 October 

Where to meet: At Spencer Train Station or meet at North Geelong Train Station.

What time: meet 10.30am at the front entrance outside. The train will leave at 10.55am. Please be ready before catching the train so we wont miss it. Arrive North Geelong Train Station at 11.50 am.

Catch the train back to Melbourne at 4.33pm or 5.33 pm, we can decide about the time later. 

What to do: When we arrive North Geelong and meet Alison there. She will show us around on way to Eastern beach. Sounds good!

What to bring: sun cream, hat, your lunch if you want, spending money for lunch and petrol, comfortable shoes for walking, bathers / towels if you wish.

If anyone want to go straight to North Geelong by car. You can leave your car at the station car park. Also please let Us know so we will know who going on train or by car. Thank you.
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RSVP: Friday, 20 October.

4. DAY AT TEN PIN BOWLING 

By Richard Howell

On Saturday May 29th, the Ushers group and a few guides went to Northcote Ten Pin Bowling. Those people who came included; Heather Lawson, Allan Lawson, Gina Pontelandolfo, John Hoctor, Stan Riskeski, Alison Rawson, Richard Howell and the guides were Bill Hynes, Chris Dunn, Nina Howell, also a friend, Mary Dwyer. The weather was very cold windy and a few cold showers. Most of us met at Flinders Street station to get picked up by mini bus and drove to Northcote.

Our efforts at Ten Pin Bowling were funny and we were not so good enough as we did not play for long time. Stan won the men's bowling competition and Mary Dwyer won the women's. It was one game because we were arrived a little late and another group wanted to have our lanes.

It was unfortunate we had only one game so we decided to do so we agreed to drive to big Shopping centre, near Northcote and have a cuppa and long chats, Soon after we said our 'good byes' and headed back home.

It was a fun day and better than staying home doing nothing.

5. MY EXPERIENCE OF OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY

[image: image9.wmf]On Monday 31st July 2000 I was an Olympic torchbearer. I carried the torch on Nepean Hwy at Highett.

I was pretty surprised to see very crowed on Nepean Hwy to watch me carry the Olympic Torch. On the day I run with my mate Alan Barkauska. We run almost side by side. Alan always checks for rough pavement, low hanging trees etc. I always feel comfortable and confident running with him. We have run together for 5 years now.

A woman Julie carry the torch before me and put on my torch then hugged her and then walked to wave to crowd. It is hard to explain how I feel at that time, but I feel more happy and nice surprise to see so crowded and people waving to me.

Then I arrive at finish to put other fire to man Russell's torch and he signed to me "good" and hugged. Many people ran to watch me from start to finish. Many people family and friends came up to me to congratulate me and to touch the torch. I would have liked to run longer with torch, maybe 5 km, but I know all torchbearers run for 400 meters.

Afterwards went to cafe for morning tea, but I couldn't have lunch or drink because many people want to have photo with me and torch. I was happy to have photos with people. Even the butcher and the fruit shop staff came across the road to have photo with me. The fruit shop man even gave me a bag of fruit!

Then I went to the city to watch other carrying torch in Alexandra Gardens. Oh what many kids ran to see me to sign on the papers, it pretty busy day. Many people I never meet before asked me for photo. That night I went to pub, many people still want to see torch. When I went home I was very tired and had a very good deep sleep.

I have been dream to join Olympics Road/Track tandem Bike race in Sydney but I haven't enough in training as couldn't have time to help me to train every day as I can't training bike by myself on the road but early this year I was so very surprised that The Deaf Blind Association nominated me for Australia Olympic Torch.  I think better to have rest of the year off from training and I was so glad to have Torch now with me to keep as memory of this day for rest my life. But I always keep going for a social bike ride 50 ‑ 100 km once or twice a week and run 8km 1 ‑ 2 time a week but still good result as not race.

I love a lot to swim at the beach the most early in morning from Spring to Autumn, no matter about the weather like between 10 ‑ 25 degrees, I walk to the beach about 2 and a half km from my home.

I have a new dream to join compete in triathlon (swim/bike/run) this summer but at the moment I am looking for a triathlon partner who is interested to training with me to compete in triathlon.

I had many times competed in duathon race run/bike/ run since 3 years ago. My best results was in Port Melbourne 2km run/ 16 km bike/ 4km run in just 52 minutes. I finished in 22nd place out of 175 people and other one was 1km run/ 20km bike/ 5km run in just 1 hour & 36 sec, finished in 10th place out of 70.

I hope that you enjoyed to learn about my day as Olympic torchbearer and my interest in sports. Thank you.

Allan Lawson

6. DEAFBLIND AWARENESS WEEK REPORT

By Heather Lawson

June 26th ‑ July 2nd 2000

This year, the Australian Deafblind Council was celebrating National Deafblind Awareness Week from June 26th to July 2nd with a national media campaign with Posters and TV Community service announcements.

The posters were sent all over Australia. The poster has photos of Richard Howell and Allan Lawson working with computers at The Link, a computer training and drop‑in centre for people who are deafblind. There was also a community  service announcement on channel 9 during deafblind awareness. Richard Howell, Allan Lawson and Gina Pontelandlfo were involved in community service announcement that was filmed last year.

In Victoria, there were some activities during the week which included:

Deafblind Awareness Week Launch 

Monday 26th June

The Launch was held at Melbourne Town Hall went well. Peter Hitchener, Patron of Deaf Blind Association of Victoria, opened the launch and Denise Swift from the Commonwealth Department of Family and Community Services, the Victorian Manager gave a speech about the issues of deafblindness, fundraising, etc. Heather Lawson gave a speech on behalf of Irene McKinnon, President of Australian Deafblind Council, who could not make it to come down to Melbourne for this special occasion.

An Deafblind Information Expo 

Saturday 1st July,
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VUC stall at Deafblind awareness Expo

There were 18 booths (stalls) which included agencies / organisations that provide services for deafblind people, Telstra, ACE/NRS, Victorian Ushers Club, Vision Hearing Support Club, as well as technology information such as computers and braille machines, special devices for everyday living and others. Also there were some displays of wood work and crafts that was made by deafblind people themselves.

There was over 180 people who attended the Expo in a friendly way and also a chance to socialise with everyone over coffee, which made it a truly successful day.

VUC Stall

Victorian Ushers Club was on display at the expo, with some interesting photos of different activities, posters, information papers about Ushers and selling t‑shirts. See the photo on this section.

Eight Ushers volunteers shared the work at the booth with some support from hearing Auslan students and Deaf friends. A Good chance for us to start with this new experience and would like to do it again for the next Deafblind Expo.

7.. NSW USHER SYNDROME TYPE 1 

"What's been happening in NSW"

Hello to all those readers in Victoria, I thought we in NSW let you know what those with Usher Type 1 in NSW have been up to. My name is Lisa Mulcahy and I am a Community Worker at the Deaf Society of NSW. One of my roles at the Deaf Society is to assist in supporting those with Usher Type 1 to establish a mutual support group , and from this work to improve service and community access for people with Usher Type 1.

Last year I had the pleasure of meeting with Heather Lawson who kindly informed me of all the exciting things that are happening at VUC. Although the Usher Type 1 group in NSW are only very new, we have managed to meet together again, in celebration Of Deafblind Awareness Week.

A representative from the Usher Type 1 Community , Mrs Carleeta Manser will let you know more about that day following this report.

As well as the Usher BBQ , the Deaf Society  have recently held an Usher Communication Workshop. as part of the Community Education Program. The workshop was held in Sydney with one of the guest presenter's  being Ms Teresa Cumpstone Bird flying from Melbourne for the day.

The workshop was attended by both Usher Type 1 , Deafblind , Deaf and hearing persons and we are especially thankful to Teresa for her excellent presentation and information.

Mrs Carleeta Manser who herself has Usher Type 1 also presented at the Workshop with information outlining her personal experiences of living with Usher. The workshop was a great success and we hope to have more of these in the future.

The Deaf Society of NSW and Carleeta Manser are also involved with the DBA ‑ NSW in supporting those with Usher Type 1. As part of the DBA we have recently attended a visit with Thomas Pattison School at North Rocks in Sydney  where Carleeta along with other members of the DBA presented to the children. Again this was successful day and the children especially enjoyed learning about Usher Type 1. I shall leave it now for Carleeta to update you on the Usher BBQ and look forward to receiving your next VUC newsletter.

If any of the readers would like to contact the Usher group here in NSW , we would love to hear from you. Usher Type 1 group ‑ NSW C/o Deaf Society of NSW PO Box 1060 Parramatta NSW 2124 PH: ( 02 )   9893 8555 ( Freecall 1800 893855 ) FAX : ( 02 )   9893 8333 ( Freecall 1800 898 333 ) TTY : ( 02 )  9893 8858 ( Freecall 1800 893 885 ) EMAIL : lmulcahy@deafsociety.com.

Many thanks and will let you know what other events Usher Type 1 are planning as soon as news comes to hand.

USHER BBQ‑ by Carleeta Manser

On Saturday 1st July 200, we had an Usher's Syndrome BBQ at Parramatta Park. The weather was cold. I wore my sheepskin hat to keep my ears warm as my hair is too short which usually causes my ears to get an ache from going outside in cold weather. Everyone enjoyed to chatting with each other and the food was delicious . I brought a big salad platter and other people brought different food items  to share together. There were about 30 people to attending I would like to thank everyone  for coming to our BBQ at Parramatta Park and also thanks to DBA‑ NSW for coming. I thanked Lisa's mother for helping us to have an enjoyable BBQ.

Carleeta Manser

8. WORLD DEAFBLIND CONFERENCE

The Seventh Helen Keller World Conference and the first General Assembly of the World Federation of the Deafblind will be held in Auckland, New Zealand, from 7 to 12 October 2001. The theme will be "What it means to be deafblind ‑ Identity, Rights, Unity". This will be the first time this important conference has been held in this part of the world.

If you want to receive more information on the conference by mail you should contact: The Conference Convenor PO Box 14‑076 Tauranga New Zealand or send an email to Jan Scahill at  jscahill@ihug.co.nz. Jan will send you new information on the conference.

I wonder if any of Victorian Ushers are interested to go to New Zealand ? We have to think really soon to see how many Ushers going because in New Zealand they don't have Auslan guide / interpreters. Maybe we could look for some funding to get some Auslan Interpreters / guides to come with us. If there are a few Ushers keen to go, we will have to contact DBA for some support to get things work out eg accommodation, plane, who support person going with, etc.

Those Ushers who are interested, please contact the VUC committee.

9. SPECIAL DEVICE OF TACTUM

The Tactum is a Tactile Alert System based around a very neat watch. Th system consists of up to seven sensors which may be placed around the home or workplace. When a sensor detects an alert, for example a telephone ringing or a baby crying. A signal is sent to the watch via a repeater which causes the watch to vibrate in a certain pattern.

For the basic alarms around the home the vibration pattern mimics the number of syllables in the word. The word door has one syllable so the alarm is a short vibration repeated after 5 seconds. Telephone has 3 syllables so there are 3 short vibrations repeated after 5 seconds.

When the person using the watch retires to bed for the night, the watch is placed in a night stand which has a vibrating pad connected to it. When the alarm is activated the vibrating pad will alert the sleeper.

A suitable clock may be placed next to the night stand and when the clock alarm goes off in the morning the vibrating pad will wake the sleeping person.

The system is normally used in the home for telephone, doorbell, smoke alarm and baby cry alarm.

For more information, contact Bob Willis, Word of Mouth Technology Pty Ltd. TEL VOICE 03 9729 9974, TTY 03 9729 9969, FAX 03 9729 8863. The address is 27 Macauley Place, Bayswater, Vic 3153. E-mail: wom@access.net.au

10. THE COMMITTEE ARE:

Joseph Heenan TTY 9770 2011 or SMS 0407 977 148 

e‑mail: jme.heenan@bigpond.com

Dennis Martin TTY 9419 1728 or fax 9419 1392

e-mail: martide@rvib2.rvib.org.au

Richard Howell: TTY 9870 5733 or fax 9876 0734;

E-mail: rmhowell@ozemail.com.au

Heather Lawson TTY 9898 7077

e-mail: lawsohe@rvib2.rvib.org.au

Bill Hynes TTY 9657 8130; or fax 9578 8367;

All with numbers. If you don't have TTY, ring 133677 (Relay) then the number you want to call. 

Allan and his guide Alan on torch relay � SEQ Allan_and_his_guide_Alan_on_torch_relay \* ARABIC �1�
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