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Welcome to Year 2000

Dear friends,PRIVATE 

Hello, Happy millennium (Year 2000 onwards) and Happy New Year to you!!! Billions of people around the world were celebrating the new millennium and it is amazing we have already reached the 21th century. It was hectic for everyone with all the different activities and they will never forget the special day and night.  

Our farewell 'Good‑bye' to the 20th century and to look forward to the wonders in this 21st century and seeing many changes in the coming years, you never know!.

Hope you had a wonderful christmas and enjoy your holiday with whatever you did. Relaxing at home or going away for a break etc. Although it is always the same for people to still stand up on their feet and continue their duties and work, it is also the same for VUC committee. We had a break for a while and now the committee members are' rolling up their sleeves' to work again to create new ways and preparing the many activities for this year, especially Ushers weekend camp in March.

At our last 1999 function, the christmas break‑up lunch in the city on November 27th, there was about 20 people (Ushers and sighted friends) who gathered for lunch and chat all afternoon. We did not go somewhere after lunch as we rather stay inside and catch up with each other.

The VUC has raised $532 from November‑December raffle which was a good effort from Ushers and friends to help VUC for future plans. The committee would like to thank to people who support us to raise money for our club. Thank you again!!.

The weekend camp on March 24th ‑ 26th for the Ushers group. We are all keen to get away, but the committee is still working on preparation to make sure everything is okay. We will let you know how many Ushers and volunteers are coming and more details when it is finalised on the next newsletter. Reminder!, please do let us know if you (Ushers and volunteers) will be coming to the camp. Also please fill out the application form and return to Richard as soon as possible. The deadline is on 4th February, so you won’t miss out the fun weekend. Thank you.  We will also send more information regarding weekend camp at the end of February or early in March. For example, what to bring, what to do etc.

Next activity!, hope to see you all at Geelong for the 'Social day' on Saturday 12 February. Please let us know if you are coming, so that the committee is aware of how many people are coming. The details about Geelong was in November newsletter. Also let you know that a mini bus from Vicdeaf is booked, in case the weather on that day would be very hot or too wet. We can use the bus instead of walking. If the weather would be very nice and comfortable, we can still catch a train to North Geelong Station. For more questions, contact me or Richard, their contact numbers is at the end of the newsletter.

Congratulations to Richard Howell being another TV star with the RVIB documentary filmed by Channel nine. You will read more about him in this newsletter. We are proud of you, Richard!. It is your talent and your love of wood work. People have different talents and different hobbies and show they can do whatever they want in life.

See you on 12 February.

CHEERS,   Heather Lawson, President
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1. NEW COMMUNITY WORKER

Elaina Chapman has taken over the Usher Support Worker job at Vicdeaf from Teresa Cumspton Bird in December last year. She is a full time Community worker at Vicdeaf with focus on people with Ushers and also has responsibility for deaf people living in Bendigo area. She has had many experiences working with Ushers and deaf blind people in USA (four years), giving support to them in different situations such as interpreting, supporting Ushers in university, church and everyday life activities.  She is very much looking forward to know people with Ushers and working with them to make sure that services provided are best for them.

Good luck with your new job, Elaina!! and why not come along with us for Ushers camp and you will learn heaps from us. Smile.

2. DEAFBLIND STARS ON TELEVISION

Richard Howell (Usher I) is now a national TV star as well as is Daryl Barnett (Usher II). Richard and Daryl along with other RVIB clients were part of a documentary made by Channel 9 which explained the services provided by RVIB.

Part of the documentary was filmed at Assist where Richard was working. He was building a kitchen dresser by himself ‑ it is an excellent job and a show piece it is a credit to Richard's skills. ASSIST is showing the kitchen dresser to visitors as an example of the work done by deafblind people. Daryl showed his sheet metal work and also gave three other trainees instructions in the safe use of the equipment.

The program also made viewers aware of a world fist ‑ a panel saw machine that allows the operator both digital and audio information to cut to very fine pieces ‑ very exciting.  The client who demonstrated this machine is Blind and was shown using it on national television.

The other new development was the new slide hammer ‑ an invention which allows the operator to hammer a nail without the danger of bending it over or hitting ones thumb.  It was designed by RVIB's Steve Beashel, and produced by Assist Trainees.

Robert Roche (Usher II) was filmed demonstrating the Slide Hammer.  Robert is an new client of Assist and he is also interested to receive a VUC news letter and maybe attend future activities.   Anyone interested in seeing and using the slide hammer should contact us at Assist.  We hope that later this year we will be able to allow interested clients access to the workshop to make their own hammer to take home. Assists Phone/TTY No: 9510 9060 or email: philipbo@rvib2.rvib.org.au

Phil Boyd

Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind

3. FORUM OF DEAFBLIND CONSUMERS

20 November 1999

This report of the forum is just summarised and the full orginal report about what was talked by deafblind people themselves, is available in large print or braille. If you have not received or want a copy, you will need to contact Di Hartman, ph 9572 1335 (voice) or email her on dijon@alphalink.com.au

The report is for the benefit of ALL deafblind people, not just the ones who attended the forum meeting. The forum was really the first time for deafblind consumers to participate, share and express their experience and difficulties in life. They really want to have its own Deafblind commumity to be developed. We, all deafblind can keep up together to lobby and work together with agencies and government to make our Deafblind community easier and stronger in the near future.

Here is a summary from an orginal report:

 The group met on the 20th of November with two facilitators (leaders) to talk about issues that are important for having a good life.  The group split into two groups.

 One group was people who have Usher's and Phil Harper was the leader for this group.  The other group was for people who have other kinds of deafblindness and Mary Ward was the leader for this group.  This group was called "VHI group".

It is interesting that many times both groups said the same things. Sometimes, the words were a little bit different, but they really meant the same thing.

The most common idea was about how deafblindness makes people feel isolated from the community.  They want to be independent and do what they want when they want.  The other common idea was how much frustration deafblind people feel trying to get the support (services) they need and want.  The support lets them get out and do the things that they want and have to do, but it is very hard to get enough support.  The feeling was very strong that they have a right to support to let them live their lives independently like other people do.

4. ROSS HOUSE AWARD

By DBA Link group

DBA Link is based in the city (Melbourne) in a building called Ross House, and was established in december 1998. The DBA Link is to provide computer / internet training and drop‑in centre for deaf blind people.

The people at DBA Link were very pleased to hear the positive news that DBA Link was presented an award from Ross House, dated 15th December 1999. The award called 'Ross House Award' 'Confident Communication' For helping break down the communication barriers within Ross House. This award means that people at Ross House have learnt and are aware of people with deaf blindness who attend Dba Link and that they feel people at The Link have helped Ross House staff understand a little better of a new and different way of communication.

The award is put in a frame and now is on display at the DBA Link. It is good to keep up on developing the awareness on deafblindness and we (Ushers and Deaf blind) may share information about it and educate people  at Ross House some more new basic ways sometimes this year.

We at the Link would like to say "Thank you to Ross house for your thoughtful understanding towards deaf blind people and welcome you to come  and meet us more often.

The committee are:

Heather Lawson TTY 9898 7077

email: lawsohe@rvib2.rvib.org.au

Richard Howell: TTY 9870 5733 or fax 9876 0734;

email: rmhowell@ozemail.com.au

Peter Tarrant TYY 9770 0179

e‑mail: ptarrant@ozemail.com.au

Joe Heenan TTY 9770 2011.

e‑mail: jme.heenan@bigpond.com

Bill Hynes TTY 9657 8130; or fax‑ 9578 8367;

All with nubers.. If you don't have TTY, ring 133 677 (Relay) then the number you want to call.   
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