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VICTORIAN USHERS CLUB

Newsletter, November 1999
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Dear Friends

Hello everyone!!. It is our fourth edition and the last newsletter for 1999. The year has been flying so quickly and we had so many things happening during the year, but it will be an exciting and looking forward to reach to the 21st century. Can you imagine what the coming century will be like ?. Maybe different clothes; new wonders of technology for deafblind people; new inventions; Ushers in space; Olympic (sport) for deafblind as well as the growth of the population of Ushers people coming out into the community.

So many things to write down for you to read. Good news that we have found a place called Jumbuk Park in Gippsland for our Ushers group to go away for the weekend camp next year.

Welcome to old and new faces to come along and get together for the weekend. If Ushers or Volunteers are interested to come to our weekend camp, please fill out the application form as soon as you decide. The application form is enclosed with this newsletter, so you won't miss the weekend away. It would help us to work out on the numbers of Ushers and volunteers coming. I advise you, it is often not easy to obtain volunteers on depending how many Ushers coming, so be prepared for us to work out to make sure we have enough back‑up support from volunteers to make the weekend another successful and happy weekend. More details on this newsletter and keep the dates free and put the dates in your diary!

We would like to let you know that our new filing cabinet is now at the DBA Link office where there are for computer / internet training and drop‑in centre for deaf blind people. VUC purchased the filing drawer from the funding of Department of Human Services which was good. It is helpful and now accessible to use our cabinet so we can share the work in one place. I remembered once a while ago Peter Tarrant and I talked and shared our dream to have a VUC office one day. It seems it is true!

As many of you may know Teresa Cumpston Bird who works at Vicdeaf. She will resign her work as Ushers Support and Outreach worker. She has worked in her role for Ushers people over 7 years, but she was working in some different jobs for 17 years at Vicdeaf. We, VUC would like to wish Teresa all the best for your future and enjoy your life!.

I have created a design of Deaf blind communication to print on t-shirt. It will help make better awareness for people to see what we use for the communication. It will be navy blue coloured T‑shirt with white printing on the back. However it is not finalised yet to print and the committee will let you know when it is ready to sell. Hope soon.

We, the committee  would like to say thank you to our members and sighted friends who came along to our club and spent the fun times at BQQ in April and other social outings during this year which was very good and positive. The next function will be in the city for our Christmas break up lunch and get together again on Saturday 27th of November. The restaurant is at "Melbourne Restaurant" Underground on the corner of Bourke street Mall and Elizabeth St city.

Again We, the committee wish you a very Happy Christmas and an exciting and Happy New Year and all the best in the coming year of 2000. Have fun in the holidays and relaxing.

See you on 27th November for Christmas break up lunch.

Cheers

Heather Lawson, President


* * * * * 
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. . . . . . . .

A TRIP TO GEELONG AND EASTERN BEACH 
1. It is Alison Rawson's idea for our next social outing next year. Sounds good!!

Walking down to Eastern Beach on an easy track, there are nice views of Corio Bay and the You Yangs.  It takes about one hour or so to Cunningham Pier from the North Geelong station. There is a beautiful Cafe on the Pier.  We can have lunch there and if it's a hot day, we can go for a swim if you want or stay under huge trees to chat!  Then return to Geelong station by taxi or walking.

When: Saturday 12 February 2000

Where to meet: At Spencer Train Station in the front entrance (outside)

What time: Please meet there around 10.30 am and be ready before catching the train at 10.55 am and arrive North Geelong station at 11.50 am.

What to bring: bather / towel if hot day, sun cream, hat, your lunch or buy at Geelong, spending money.

What to do: When we arrive North Geelong and meet Alison there and she will be our leader to show us around on way to Geelong from North Geelong. Sounds good!

RSVIP: Friday, 4 February

If you want to go straight to North Geelong by car, you can leave your car at North Geelong station.

Note: Ushers's are responsible to find sighted friend but if you are unable to find one please let Heather Lawson know and she will try to find one for you.

If any of the volunteers are interested to come and join with us, please let us know as we need to know how many people coming so we won't miss you. The contact numbers of committee members are at the end of this newsletter.

Thank you.
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2. JUMBUK PARK WEEKEND CAMP
By Richard Howell

March 24th to 26th, 2000

A chance to gather together for relaxing, fun, sharing, activities, making new friends, etc. 

The area of Jumbuk Park is 400 acre bush property surrounded by native forests and plantations, situated in the Strezlecki Ranges 2 hours drive from Melbourne (170km from the GPO)  

The camp offers a variety of activities for you to do; 

High ropes, Low ropes, Flying fox, Abseiling out of tree. Initiative course, canoeing & Raft building in our Lake, Archery, Bush craft, Bush Cooking, Fern Walks, Reflector Course, Campfires, Day & Night Hikes, Trampolining, Volleyball, Compass Drawings and more!!  

If you are interested, The application form is enclosed with this newsletter for you to fill out and return to VUC.  

The fees of camps:- 

FOR USHERS:- 

- $40 per person per weekend include accommodation, food and petrol for transport. – 


$20 per person per one night includes accommodation and food. – 


$10 per person for day visiting.  

FOR VOLUNTEERS:- 


$10 per person for weekend or one night include accommodation and food.  


$5 per person for visiting include food. 

EXTRA COST:-
$10 per person for Abseiling, Hightropes, Flying fox and Canoeing (min 20 participants). All other activites at no charge. Bring your own money for those activities to pay at camp and don't include it in the registration form 

Deadline: Friday, 4 February 2000 so you won't miss out.  

For more information, contact Richard Howell or Heather Lawson, their contact numbers are at the end of this newsletter.  

Come along to join us having fun !!  

Organised by the committees of Victorian Ushers Club.  

3. VOLUNTEER WANTED FOR WEEKEND CAMP
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By Heather Lawson

VUC committee would like to request people who are interested in becoming a volunteer for our weekend camp. The volunteers can be either deaf or hearing but we may need some hearing volunteers to help out with communication when the camp instructors tell us what to do with the activities.

We really need volunteers who are fluent in Auslan and are interested to participate in different adventures and heights (see the section of Jumbuk Park weekend camp about activities) with us. Most of Ushers group members use sign language.

The main reason why we need volunteers to come along and join with the Ushers group is to provide support with communication and guide around the area safely. If we don't have this kind of support from volunteers, it would mean activities for the Ushers group would be extremely limited and reduces the enjoyment from the camp.

If anyone who is interested joining us with the group, please fill out the application (enclose with this newsletter) as soon as possible. We need to work out how many volunteers and match volunteers with Ushers, depending on the needs of Ushers (tactile, close proximity, fingerspelling, etc).

We are not sure yet how many Ushers will be coming. If the volunteers are not selected for the camp (due to various reasons, the number of Ushers attending, the kind of needs by the Ushers group and other factors), the money will be refunded.
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If anyone has good communication in Auslan but have no experience working or socialising with Ushers, we are planning to provide a full day training on one weekend before the camp to give volunteers the opportunity to learn the skills on how to suppport Ushers group such as sighted guide communication, facial expression, hand on hand things etc. It would give you a better understanding and confidence in working with the Ushers group.

We, the Club, will be doing fundraising projects to help us with the costs to cover for volunteers for accommodation and food. However, we are not sure if there will have sufficient funding and we are happy for volunteers to pay less, just a small amount costs of $10 and invite you to join us with the activities and having fun together.

Deadline is on Friday, 4th February 2000.

For more information, contact Heather Lawson on TTY 9898 7077 or email: lawsohe@rvib2.rvib.org.au; Richard Howell, TTY 9870 5733 or fax 9876 0734; email: rmhowell@ozemail.com.au

Thank you for your interest and support our Club to have another highly successful and  wonderful weekend.

4. USHERS SOCIAL DAY ON CRUISE
AUGUST 28th, 1999

By Richard Howell


There are 15 people include kids, guides and friends who gathered to have a wonderful time on a social outing. We went to Williamstown by Williamstown Seeker ferry which was a cute cruiser in one hour trip from Southgate Pier to Gem Pier.


We sighted buildings both old and new, two neat tug boats, yachts and small boats. We saw the former America Cup yacht race "Kookaburra 1" which is retired from racing and she is at Williamstown Pier.


 The weather was a concern. It rained the past two days on Thursday and  Friday as we thought that it might continue to rain that day we went out. Luckily, it stopped for us for a day and looked so beautiful colour of dark and light grey without sun. It got misty in glimpses twice during the cruise. We were so pleased with the weather.


When we got off on the pier at Williamstown and we looked for a cafe. Finally  we found a big ex‑ bank building cafe and lucky we got good room  with two tables for us and there were lot of people behind us. The food  were reasonable prices under $3 to $5 and we  enjoyed to eat and chat.


The tallest person was Joe Heenan and shortest person was Yvonne Heneen who both walked together hand by hand ‑ it looked so fantastic!

We gathered to walk along the path near the bay and walked and walked while  chatting, till we walked back into Gem Pier to see HMAS ship (I cant remember the name of ship).


Aboard the ship for a tour included Ross Rawson and his son Ryder. Some  toured inside the ship, while others looked around the yachts. Bill and I  were very interested with the yachts because they are fantastic cruisers or  can race in rough seas. We know they are too dear to buy it as we saw the notice of "For Sale" on a yacht with the top price $320,000. The lowest yacht price is about $20,000, but all the boats are second hand!


We saw the building for making the yachts but we could not enter because high wired fence around the building.

Four people left us so early (Dennis Martin, Alan Lawson, Linda Beastly with her son Trent) to catch train to city, while all of us stayed about one and half an hour and walked to the train station to go back to the city, When train arrived about a few minutes after we got there (PHEW !), we went to the next station to get off for other train, we were surprised to  see Dennis, Alan, Linda and Trent were waiting ! They were at the wrong platform and the train for Melbourne was the opposite platform. They missed  and waiting for same train which we were to catch!


We all arrived in the city and said our "goodbyes" to each of us then went off home. A great day.

5. KANANOOK CREEK
By Joe Heenan

Saturday, 30 October 1999

Lucky, it rained and stopped before we begin left at Seaford station at 11:25 am  to go for a bush walk along the Kananook Creek. Some Ushers and guide brought a R.C.A.K. [ rain cover aid kit, like umbrella] and I knew the bay tide was going down because of water flowing to the south. That means low tides and when the water flow toward north it's mean going high tides at the bay. There was some easy walk and some rough walk. The native plants are looked after by Kananook Creek Association who look after the parks and birdlife. Some of us bumped their head from low trees and some got lost and I said to keep left along the track and no turn offs at all which is easy way.

The first walkers was Maree with Brent and the very last [ like miles back ] was Heather with ........... and her friend with her 2 Dogs because to let Heather to touch and feel the plants and objects took time. At half way, I said to everyone "there is a MilkBar just a block away and a chance to buy some lollies,  and drinks."

Then we off for more walk to Miles Bridge over Nepean Highway to a nice shaky little bridge along Allawah Ave and further on right side of Kananook Creek and then past our home 

[backyard].  I called out to my daughter Evonne to come and say 'Hello' as Heather said " Hello Home ".  Maree's brother carried our daughter Jasmine and we off again along Gould St from Fiocchi Ave.

Some of the group split to 'McDonalds'  and the others brought their own lunch. We ate at Frankston Pier park. Those who had a full full tummy from 'McDonalds' arrived to regroup. The bloody western wind came which made it uncomfortable to keep walking, so we went off to Station Cafe to have a cuppa. At the end of the day some of the group catch short train to Seaford to pick up the volunteers' car.

It was a good fun day.

6. ARTICLES OR STORIES 
    From the members, I know you have different interests, why not you write your story about life, eg something about life, recreation, sport, hobbies, adventure, work, holiday, articles for ushers or deafblind people, whatever you wish and put in the newsletter.

    It is your experience and you know what is happening. You will recognise it and fell good about it when you write something about your life. Just for our sharing and collecting anything for everyone to read and learn more about life. you can send the stories or articles to one of the committee, their fax numbers and email address is at the below.

The committee are:

Heather Lawson TTY 9898 7077  

email: lawsohe@rvib2.rvib.org.au

Richard Howell: TTY 9870 5733 or fax 9876 0734;

email: rmhowell@ozemail.com.au

Peter Tarrant TYY 9770 0179

e‑mail: ptarrant@ozemail.com.au

Joe Heenan TTY 9770 2011.

e‑mail: jme.heenan@bigpond.com

Bill Hynes TTY 9657 8130; or fax‑ 9578 8367;

All with numbers.. If you don't have TTY, ring 132544 (Relay) then the number you want to call. 








