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February 1999

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! to all of you. WOW!, here is another new year which will be always have so many memories what we have done in the past few years toward Victorian Ushers Club. The coming year, we will look up at new things we do not know what will happen but just take the time each day ahead and you will find many things to come along. Hope the new year finds your life with happiness and good health  Did you have a lovely christmas?  The weather was very hot on that day, but I am sure everyone  survived from the hot spell -so did  Santa! Smile.!

First of all, this long edition is a big job to print and distribute. Sorry, it has been such a long while for not informing you of what was going on with Ushers Club and other topics. Although VUC is still alive and busy, it never too late to write this newsletter for you to read. I will try my best with this  edition with my fingers using my computer with my special navigator (braille machine). Sigh..!.

Finally we have found some more new Ushers who are now the members of VUC. We currently have 19 Ushers in the club. It was very exciting for everyone to make new friends and learn about each other. We now have a better chance to go ahead as a group in the community. 

I feel it is important for everyone that it is always of great benefit to help Ushers, families and friends to be the part of the our community, so that we can offer peer support to each other and they can explore new ways to practise with communication, learn about their  activities, etc. It would be great if any of you - Ushers, deaf or a hearing friend would like to   write about your experience and put in the VUC newsletter, so we all can learn more about your experiences and how you feel when you first became involved in the Ushers group.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 Our first Annual General Meeting which was held at Victorian Deaf Society on Saturday, 30 May 1998. There was a quite good numbers of Ushers and friends who attended. The election was selected for new committee were- President: Heather Lawson (Usher); Treasurer, Richard Howell (Usher); and the committee members, Peter Tarrant (Usher); Bill Hynes (Deaf). At the AGM,  we all agreed to have VUC membership fee and the committee will consider how much and will let you know when it is ready. 

For a long while we do not have Secretary and we are asking if anyone (Usher or deaf or hearing person (no matter) who is interested to taking over the job. We would appreciate if you could let us know by ringing me. 

Honestly, the committee would like to say many thanks to Peter Tarrant for his great work as Secretary for VUC since 1995. We knew he was a very good with computer work, printing, photocopy and upgrade design for the Ushers newsletter. We do understand about his resignation for secretary, however it is  pleasing that he will continue as a committee member. Also thanks to Allan Lawson and Gina Pontelandolfo for their  involvement as committee for the past three years.

CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISING

About the chocolates fundraising, many thanks to these people who worked very hard to help VUC in selling the chocolates. We had a lots of fun to sell the chocolates to raise money to help in paying off the bills and provide some money for the Ushers weekend camp last November. I heard that many of you ate lots of chocolates because you were tempted ! Smile! We still have some more chocolates left to sell. If you  are happy to help out with the chocolates, please let one of the committee know and we could hand them to you so we won't eat all of it!! Smile ! 

USA REPORT

As many of you may know that I flew to America for six weeks in August / September 1997 for my research to investigate how services for deafblind people are provided and to meet other Ushers and  deafblind people in the community. Let you know that I have written a report about my trip to  the USA. The report is about my experiences and what I discovered which was very impressive and more positive in developing access to services and the community in America. The written report is available in normal and large print, if you want a print copy or braille, please do not hesitate to contact me by email or ringing me.

JET SKI DAY

    WOW! A very short while ago, I got an unexpected telephone call to ask me if the Ushers Club is interested and keen to try the Jet ski. The Jet ski is bit like a motorbike, but it only can be ridden on the water. I was excited to hear the interesting news and I thought it would be soon because it is still summer - better than winter with icy water!!! Smile.! 

Anyway, The Victoria Police water squad is very happy for the Ushers Club to join with them for fun, but at the same time we will be taken some photos to be published in a magazine. It may give us a great benefit to help other people about the community of life with people with Ushers,  so that they could be aware and learn about Ushers Syndrome. 

Our Jet Ski day with the police is planned for Saturday 27th February at St Kilda beach. If you are very keen to go there, please let Heather Lawson know as soon as possible because the police want to know how many Ushers and they will organise something. Date will be confirmed as soon as possible.

The full detail will be sent by letter to let you know what to do, where to meet and things to bring, etc.  For anyone who can be a sighted guide who is interested to help out with communication and guiding for the Ushers group,  please let the committee know as soon as possible. We need some more guides, in cases, more than 10 Ushers may be interested to come along!. Thank you. 

BBQ NIGHT

VUC is planning to have BBQ / social night at Community building, at Victorian Deaf Society on Saturday 13th March. This is to raise money to help VUC to develop better access  for us to live more enjoyable life. 

What is on: be involved in a short meeting to talk about the future for VUC about on-going camps, social outings, etc;  watch a video of last year’s weekend camp and see a photo display of our activities; BBQ dinner and chat with your friends.

I have created a design on an original T-shirt (printed) and will show you at the meeting. You can consider what is good or bad and we can change it if necessary. The meeting starts at 4 pm then we our join with your friends for BBQ and social get-together. Welcome for anyone - Ushers, deaf, hearing and other interesting people to attend.  

    Cost $10 per person including: meat, salad and dessert plus lucky door prize. B.Y.O Drinks. Important to let the committee know if you are coming to BBQ as we need to organise with food, depending the numbers of people coming. RSVP by Friday 6 March 1999. The committee's phone and fax and email is at the end of this newsletter.

A friendly note: Cars  can be parked at Victorian Deaf Society, 101 Wellington Parade South, East Melbourne. 

1998 ACTIVITIES

The previous year of 1998,  a few events such as social outings and one weekend retreat.were held.  Here is what we did.

March 28th:  -  Beach day at Brighton Beach and Black Rock.. 

The weather was very wet and rainy when we arrived Brighton train Station. We gathered outside the station under the roof and discussed for a bit what we wanted to do with some confusion. At the same time, we waited and waited for a Deaf friend to meet us,  but did not come on time until one hour later! We found out that Bill was in bed sleeping when our friend rang him by his mobile. Poor Bill with a rush to meet us and we gave him our black look!

The plans for our walk along the beach was cancelled, due to the wet morning so we drove to Sandringham, sat in the cafe and had lunch and chatted for such a long period until the weather cleared up. We headed to Sandringham beach for a walk on the sand and tracks which was our easy afternoon stroll together. Luckily, the rain poured again after we left Sandringham for home and we did not get very wet ourselves. Smile!

July 4th: - Visit to Wax Museum

Peter Tarrant wrote this brief report about wax museum, because I was not there with the group on that day. We visited Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum at the World Trade Centre near the city  to see many famous faces from around the world. The figures were made from wax and still the most popular this century. We were allowed to touch the figures because our sights were not perfect to see the figures.

We enjoyed our exciting visit to the Wax Museum and we saw some famous or well known faces such as Benny Hill; King Henry VIII and his six wives; our boss Jeff Kennett; John Howard; Shane Warne; Elle Macpherson; Winston Churchill; Neil Armstrong the first man on the Moon; Paul Hogan and many more.     We finally saw Neil Armstrong's spacesuit and it was very different and we were able to touch the real spacesuit!  We saw a waxworks room and they explained to us about replacing a broken wax arm, hand, etc. in the waxworks. Sometimes, they brush the figures' hair to make look tidy daily. We wish to thank to Jeanette Lee, who interpreted for us during the wax museum visit.

October 10th:  - A Walk along Yarra River: 

The original date of 26th September was postponed, because of the footy finals. The weather was perfect on that day for the Ushers and their sighted friends to wander around. First of all, we all met at Flinders Station (under clocks) then had lunch at Southgate. Afterwards from there, we walked along Yarra River with two new strangers who joined with us. Guess who were they??? It was Allan's and Dennis's dogs called Sally and Kaka.

As we went along, although we sometimes wasted our time for not continue on, because we were usually talking and walking, then stop again and talking, walking and stop again. It was the part of Deaf culture - we the deafies do talking to catch up with millions of news. However, all of us did enjoy our day and stopped at South Yarra for afternoon tea outside the cafe then caught a train at South Yarra station for everyone to get going home. 

Millions of thanks to our sighted friends who helped us enjoy our spare times with the activities and we are looking forward to see you all again this year. Why not come along with the Ushers group!

DELHUNTIE PARK CAMP

The past two November we have had two Adventure weekend retreats at Delhuntie Park in Trafalgar, Gippsland. VUC received funds / donations  for both camps to  help pay for volunteers to assist Ushers with communication and guiding support.  This gave us the chance to fully participate in the activities. The aim for the Ushers group was to develop together, to be a part of a team to work together, creating things, improving our communication skill, assertiveness, discussion, self confidence. There was also Ushers awareness for the guides /interpreters as well. The Victorian Ushers Club had a chance to learn how to organise things itself.   

The Ushers group have not had much opportunity to develop confidence, learn assertiveness and new skills through indoor and outdoor adventure activities. Many of us were amazed when we were at the Delhuntie Park and saw various 'out of ordinary' activities. The place was a beautiful park, interesting, friendly and very safe for anyone to try with the adventure activities (easy to difficult). There were more than 20 volunteers in both camps who were deaf or hearing. 

The camps was successful and it is still in the progress. It has been developing with the committee to work together as a team with discussions, how to organise things, preparing things for the camp etc and we are still learning.  We will always improve things each time if we get the feedback from you. 

Hey, We had wonderful music at camps?? It was a big drum that went bang, bang, bang, bang, bang!! But we did not listen to the music, just felt the vibration for getting attention and playing games etc. We loved the bangs! ! Anyway, here are the details of what we all did at the crazy camps.

November 23 -25 1997

The weather was great with warm to hot days with 12 people with Ushers attended the camp with 4 of them new to the group. 

Friday night: 

Late dinner. We had creative thinking games with Ushers and volunteers. socialising and chatting. Had short talk on Ushers awareness for the new volunteers. 

Saturday: 

The activities included bushwalking, canoeing, a long slide ride, various adventure courses, swimming, jumping off board to water, swim with tyre, canoe race, relaxation. In the late afternoon, a flying fox ride. At night, after dinner, we had the raffle drawn, then planned to play games, but it was too hot in the lodge so we all went outside, sat  under a bright light.  Some of us swam in cold lake and jumping off board, etc. 

Sunday:

Some of us had a massage. We did Bungee bouncing, flying fox again and more swimming. After lunch with  cleaning up,  then swimming again before going home. 

Here are some of the different comments from those Ushers who went:-

‘Great fun’. ‘Scary at first, but loved it at the end’. ‘Funny, Stan fell in mud’. All loved flying fox. Full of excitement. ‘I was very quiet and withdrawn, but at end of camp I was part of the group and had a terrific time’. ‘Enjoyed everything. ‘Surprised to see so many Ushers using Tactile’. ‘All was great. Nervous at first when jumping off board to water with life jacket, then tried without life jacket, I did many jumps, felt great’. ‘Important to have fun’. ‘Enjoyed playing in water….Doing crazy things’. ‘Loved all. Never thought of using Tactile signs, will practice at home’. ‘Great to share experiences with each other’. 

Most said, it was no enough time to do all activities and wanted to go there again and try with new  different activities and the high adventure rope course. Also the rosters for Ushers and Volunteers with cooking and washing up dishes was hard work and slow, but fun. We want to have catering for next camp!

November 27 - 29 1998

The second camp was different to the first one because it rained on Friday night and Saturday morning but cleared up in the afternoon. Despite the rain, we did some different things to do to keep us busy.

We had 14 Ushers joined the fun weekend. Three ushers (‘old faces’) who missed first camp attended and two more ushers are ‘new faces’. One of them is from Adelaide who travelled by train to Melbourne.

Friday: 

Late dinner again after gas stove problem. Ball games with bangs from drummer, jokes/discussion, socialising and chatting. 

Saturday:

Ushers awareness with blackened goggles for volunteers (to learn about Ushers) to play games with Ushers, noughts/crosses game with nine chairs and two teams and a musical chairs game. In afternoon, we went walking, tried different Adventure courses, giant slide. in late afternoon, canoeing and at night, we played games and chatting, socialising.

Sunday: 

What a brave Ushers group!!! They  dared to try the High adventure Rope courses with harness They included Abseiling, just from the wall high to the ground; ‘The Rip’ which was a long rope that swings  to and fro and back and also flying fox -  same as the first camp. We tried the  high flyer where you walk on the wire and your hands grip on the second wire above your shoulder  and the rope is hanging with your harness on the third wire so you won’t fall. 

The comments from the  Ushers participants included:- First time in action with full of Ushers playing musical chair together, moving, laughing, walking around and bumping to hurry to the chairs after each bangs from the drummer. Great meeting other Ushers. Enjoyed outside activities. Heights helped me feel confident. Activities made me fun and good experience. Enjoyed both of indoor and outdoor activities. Really fun and share with Ushers and guides and will never forget of the camp. 

For the first time, we had the catering which was excellent and I am sure everyone enjoyed eating delicious meals. It gave us more time with activities which made the even more enjoyable with crazy rides and games.  We would like to have catering again for next camp. Thank you to two chefs for a wonderful job for us to eat better than starving. 

I would like to say thank you to all Ushers for coming to both camps and it was very nice having Steve Hellier (Usher) from Adelaide; a deaf couple John and Justine from Townsville, Queensland (friends of Richard and Nina Howell) with us for the weekend.  Hope to see you all again. Also, many many thanks to have all the volunteers who came to two camps and made the camp more enjoyable, memorable, succesful weekend for us. Please keep in touch with us, whenever you like to see us so please do feel free to contact us. 

NEWS FLASH

As some of you may know Kerry Ann Gaunt, formerly lived in Melbourne and also you met her at Delhuntie Park camp in 1997. She got married to an American Deaf man named David Rawson. They wed in Melbourne in January 1998 and they are now living in San Jose, California. VUC would like to say best wishes to them and hope to hear from them.

Another wedding bells! Colleen Tarrant who is now Mrs Colleen Dehne to her new hubby name Rohan. They were married in Echuca, Victoria on Saturday 21 February 1998. The reception with their families and friends was on a big ferry which cruised on the Murray River. They are now settling in their new home in Gunbower near Echuca. All the best for your future from us of VUC. 

    Another baby girl!! for Joe and Maree Heenan (nee Tarrant)  and a new sister for Evonne. Their new baby daughter name is Jasmine Louise born in Frankston Hospital on 13th November 1998. On behalf of VUC, Congratulations to you both for your safe arrival of your second baby daughter Jasmine. We would love to see the baby so please bring your family and show us. Hey, Congratulation to Peter Tarrant and Colleen Dehne for becoming another Uncle Peter and Aunty Colleen. Have fun with the nieces!!!!

PUBLIC TRANSPORT ISSUES FOR DEAFBLIND PEOPLE

Monday 7th December 1998 at Victorian Deaf Society

Did you know that the PTC and MET will change in 1999? There will be five new companies running the Train and Tram Services in Melbourne. They want to know what problems people who are Deafblind and hearing / vision impaired, are having with accessing trains and trams etc. 

The meeting with about 12 individual deafblind people to raise concerns about public transport access. They shared and discussed about their problems about trains, trams, buses and taxis and a few other issues.

It was a good meeting and need more awareness on deafblind for staff, drivers, masters in different issues. The written report has been sent to five companies and we hope to hear from them about our demands and our rights. We will keep you up-date information about public transportation access for deafblind people. If you want a copy report or have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Deaf Blind Association on 9489 3091 TTY or 9482 1155 Voice or Victorian Council of Deaf People on 9650 6786 (TTY) or 9650 9137 (voice). 

AUSTRALIAN DEAFBLIND LIST 

The Australian DeafBlind Council has set up an email list on the internet so that people in Australia who are interested in deafblindness can send messages to each others as a group.

If you join the list, you will be able to send messages to one address and your message will then be sent to everyone on the list. The list gives you a chance to stay in touch with people in the Deafblind community around Australia and have talks with them. You will still be able to send private messages to people who are members of the list.

If you have any questions, you can contact Bob Seagrave at DBA, 03 9489 3091 TTY or 03 9482 1155 Voice. If you are on the internet and would like to join the list, send a message to Bob Seagrave at dba@internex.net.au and he will arrange for you to join. Good luck with Australian deafblind list. 

THE LINK AND DROP IN CENTRE

The DBA has received a grant from AccessAbility through the National Office of the Information Economy for an exciting new computer training project.  The project is called ‘The Link and is a computer and internet training project for people with deafblindness.  

The Link is equipped with adaptive technology.  The Link employs an experienced trainer who has signing skills.  Training will be mainly one on one.  Volunteers will help run drop‑in sessions for people who want to use computers or just socialise.  You are welcome to visit, but  please contact the numbers below to make sure the office is open.  Soon we will have regular drop‑in session hours, so watch out for details.

    If you are interested in being involved in training or volunteering, or would like to visit, please call Meryle Trentini at the DBA on 9489 ‑ 3091 (TTY) or 9482‑1155. You can also contact Meridrth or Claire at The Link at Ross House on 9654 7133  Voice/TTY or e‑mail: dbalink@netspace.net.au

think it is all for now for you to catch up with this long newsletter. From the members, I know you have different  interests, why not you write your story, eg something about life, recreation, Sports, adventure, work, holiday, hobbies, articles of Ushers or deafblind people, whatever you wish  and put in the newsletter. It is your experience and what you know what happening, it is not just for my job to write stories for you all the time. You will recognise it  and feel good about it when you write something about life. 

REMINDER DATES

Jet Ski day – 27th February at St.Kilda

BBQ Night – 13th march at Deaf club, East Melbourne.

See you at the Jet Ski day and BBQ, It should be fun and new happenings this year. 

CHEERS

Heather Lawson, President

P.S. Thank you Phil Harper for your help with putting the photos in this

newsletter. I am sure the committee will learn more with new things when

we are at The Link and learn how to upgrade things for the newsletter in the near future.

Thanks once more Phil!

The committees are: 

Heather Lawson 9898 7077 TTY. 

   email: lawsohe@rvib2.rvib.org.au, 

Richard Howell TTY  9870 5733.  

   Email:  rmhowell@ozemail.com.au
Peter Tarrant, 9770 0179 TTY

   email: ptarrant@ozemail.com.au
Bill Hynes, 9578 8374 TTy. 9578 8367 Fax. 

    All with numbers, if you don't have TTY ring 132544 (Relay) 

