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Dear Friends,


Hi!! Welcome to the new season of Winter. We will have to accept it, it is time for many cold days and hope you are enjoying your time during this season. Maybe you could wear gumboots and have fun, walking into the puddles in the rain but make sure you don't get wet! Smile!


The weekend retreat on 11-13 July has been postponed to 21-23 November this year because it was an inconvenient time for the Ushers group. The retreat will be at Delhuntic Park in Trafalgar in the South Gippsland.


Victorian Ushers Club has funds of $1,500 from Stegley Foundation to provide the weekend camp for free. The Ushers group has the opportunity to learn new things like how to work together as a group, learning about yourself and your self esteem and some different activities that we can do ourselves.


We will need the camp instructor to help us with the activities, games, etc. And we will have sighted guide/interpreters to support the Ushers group during this period. It sounds like it will be fun to try out. Why not come along and join with us? Please do let us know soon, before it is booked out (limit 25 people).


I am writing this to let you know that I will be away travelling to America in August this year. I will attend the deafblind retreat camp for a week from August 24 at Seabeck near Seattle, Washington.


I will stay in Los Angeles, California; Seattle, Washington; Helen Keller National Centre in New York; Washington, DC; Maryland and some other areas near Washington DC. I am very keen to meet as many Ushers 
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and deafblind people as I can and learn heaps and heaps from them.


Also, I will visit some services/agencies, Gallaudet University to find out what support they provide for deafblind people. I am sure I will come home with lots of knowledge and experience which I will tell you. Also, I will write a report about the life of American deafblind people in the Ushers newsletter.


Here is a report of our April activity at Point Cook. You may be interested to volunteer for a workshop at the Royal Children’s Hospital. I will let you go and read this bulletin. Happy reading!!!


See you when I am back to Australia from my long eight weeks journey in the USA. I will miss out seeing the snow this winter. However, it is positive for me to go ahead, exploring new things.

Take care and CHEERS!!

- Heather Lawson, President.
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AUTUMN ACTIVITY AT POINT COOK


On Saturday of 12 April it was an exciting and easy day with a beautiful sunny day for the small numbers of Ushers group to Point Cook, western-end of Port Phillip Bay.


Getting into the freshness of the country at Point Cook were: Allan Lawson, Gina Pontelandolfo, Heather Lawson, Lynne Pearson, Bill and Rae Hynes.


When we arrived at Point Cook, we noticed there was a very quiet, isolated place with the flat land. We were greeted by a woman from the kiosk and she then brought us to meet the friendly horses. We were startled to see the two very huge horses (19 hands), sort of clydesdales. We were given some hay to feed them. WOW WOW! they are taller than us.


After the encounter of the horses, we saw some tame sheep and touched them. We saw some horse stables which was built with bluestones and there are some information displays in the stables.


The wealthy Chirnside family owned the stables and the land. Also you may know about the mansion in Werribee Park where they lived in the middle of 18th century. In those days the Chirnside family had some famous racehorses which won at Caulfield Cup, Geelong Cup and few more.


Later, we headed to the beach nearby. In fact it was a beautiful view of the beach on the low tide on that time and we saw rocks, sand, some small wading birds and the bay of Port Phillip Bay. What is more that we were told that the planes flew in the full blue sky over the beach from the RAAF Base nearby. We walked along on the sand beside the rocks. We saw many dead jellyfish in different 
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sizes laid on the sand. YUK! Again we were told that the view of Melbourne can be seen in the distance, just across the bay with some tall buildings including the Rialto which gave us a memorable picture of the whole view.


We were back to the kiosk to have cup of tea/coffee with some home made scones, sitting around a table outside and chatted.


At a later time, we drove a few minutes to RAAF Base and visited RAAF Museum. We saw many different sizes of war planes. We were allowed to touch and feel the planes and helicopters to give us a better understanding of what they looked like and how they dropped bombs from planes, etc. during the war time. It looked very scary because many different bodies of the planes were so big and tall.


The day at Point Cook was over and we headed back to Melbourne. We really enjoyed the day there which was a relaxing and easy day for us. Many thanks to Bill for being our bus driver and again thanks to Bill, Rae, Lynne for being our guides for the whole day.

WINTER ACTIVITY


The next activity on Saturday 30 August will be ‘Mystery Trip’. A person will organise what to do for the day to make people guess. There is a limit of 11 people to fill a mini-bus which belongs to the Victorian Deaf Society and don’t miss out on a seat for you! 


Where to meet: Country Booking Office at Flinders Street railway station.

Time: 11.00 am till 3.00 or 4.00 pm and be there before 11.00 am.
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Dress: Normal and your shoes as usual.

BYO: Bring your own lunch and drink or you can buy food and drink in the street.

Contact: Please ring Peter Tarrant on 9770 0179 by 20 August 1997 and let him know if you are coming and plus if you are bringing a sighted person with you or not.

Guides needed: Please ring Peter for guides to help Usher people be comfortable. We would be grateful if you are coming to join with us.

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (
Print Fonts

Hello, I am Arial Rounded MT, Point 16 and Bold.

Hello, I am Informal011 bt, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am Arial, Point 16 and Bold.

Hello, I am Courier New, Point 16 and Bold.

Hello, I am Algerian, Point 16 and bold.

Hello, I am Arial Black, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am Arial Narrow, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am ASCII Sans Serif, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am ASCII Serif, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am Book Antiqua, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am Brush Script MT, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am Haettenschweiler, Point 16 and Bold.
Hello, I am Kino MT, Point 16 and Bold.
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Volunteers Wanted

OPHTHALMOLOGY TRAINEES

 ANNUAL TEACHING WORKSHOP


The weekend workshop is on Sunday 7th September, 1997, at 6th floor, Eye Clinic, Royal Children's Hospital.


Dr Deb Colville is hoping to find two volunteers (Ushers) to give talk about their experiences and she plans to provide background reading about Ushers for the trainees.


It would be good to know one week before the seminar if there are volunteers, so that interpreters can be booked for Sunday 7th September from 12 to 1.30 pm.


If you are interested or more information, please contact Dr Deb Colville via her paging service on 9387 1000 or Meryle Trentini from The Deaf-Blind Association on 9489 3091 TTY.

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (
Thank you


Last April we saw Jeanette Loftus’ new baby, who was named Stephen. A ‘baby’ present was given by the Victorian Ushers Club to Jeanette and her family for their new baby.


We got a ‘Thank You’ letter from Loftus Family and it read:


“With sincere appreciation for your thoughtfulness on the birth of our baby”.
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RP ON TV


Recently, I found some interesting messages from RP Listserv and also DB Listserv about a little boy was diagnosed with RP which stands for Retinitis Pigmentosa which is the same condition as people with Usher syndrome, who also have RP too.


But the RP boy had normal hearing but was visually impaired. The exciting appearance on TV is on a show called ‘E.R.’ as some Ushers people may know.


‘E.R.’ is usually screened on Channel Nine (Melbourne metropolitan area) and also with closed captions which is the same as American ‘Q’ or ‘CC’ closed captions.


In the future, hopefully, one person with Usher syndrome (type 1) would be involved on TV! Maybe you or me? I do not know when the special night about RP on TV will be so maybe you can check on your local TV programme every week so you won’t miss out!

- Peter Tarrant.

[image: image3.wmf]
page 8

NEWS FROM the

USHER'S SUPPORT AND OUTREACH WORKER


Hello, my name is Teresa Cumpston Bird and I work at the Victorian Deaf Society as the Usher’s Support and Outreach Worker. The Deaf Society started this new job nearly five years ago. I have had this job since it started. But I have worked at the Deaf Society for a long time (nearly 15 years altogether) first as a Community Worker then as an Information Worker. Before when I worked as a Community Worker is when I first found out about Usher’s and I always thought it was important for the Deaf Society to have an Usher’s Worker.


In my job I meet people with Usher’s and sometimes also their families and friends. Some people that I work with have known for a long time that they have Usher’s and other people I meet only found out recently.


In my job I do different things with different people, depends on what they want and need. Sometimes I do counselling, sometimes giving information, sometimes other supports, etc. My job is 19 hours per week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.


I also have information about how to meet other people with Usher’s. There is the Victorian Usher’s Club and this is their newsletter. Some people don’t want to meet a whole group of people with Usher’s. They rather meet one to one - so I can fix up for a time if that is what someone wants.


The important thing to know about my work is also that it is fully confidential. I know many people with Usher’s, but I do not tell others about when I meet and what we say, etc. It is fully private and secret. I will always offer 
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information about things to learn (like long cane or Braille) and about how to meet other Usher’s. But if you don’t want it, I will respect your wish and private.


Please let me know if you would like to meet. You can ring me on TTY (03) 9657 8130 or send me a FAX on (03) 9650 6843.


Next newsletter I will write a bit more about some of the issues (problems) people with Usher’s often talk about. Bye for now!

USHERS NEWSLETTER

       

We would like someone to write something interesting or exciting news or what do you think of this newsletter? Any question or suggestions of yours concerning your condition of Usher syndrome? Do not worry if you don't want to be embarrassed but no problem as we can publish your story without your name in our newsletter.


You can write good articles about what happened with your involvement in the Ushers Club, activities, your life in sports, adventure, holiday, hobby, or something new, etc.


If you have any news, suggestions, articles. etc. please address them to:-

Peter M Tarrant, Secretary, 3 Cooinda Court, Frankston Vic 3199. Phone (03) 9770 0179 (TTY)

E-mail - ptarrant@ozemail.com.au

The Ushers committee are:

Heather Lawson (President) TTY (03) 9874 0223

Gina Pontelandolfo TTY (03) 9598 5486 or Fax (03) 9521 6186

Allan Lawson TTY (03) 9598 5486 or Fax (03) 9521 6186.

