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VICTORIAN USHERS CLUB

Newsletter Vol. 3 No. 2 April 1997.

Churchill Island

From left: Peter, Bill, Gina, Allan, Lynne and Heather.

Dear Friends,


Hello Everyone!! The Easter long weekend has passed now, we hope you all had an enjoyable time during the Easter period. Did you eat too many chocolates??!


One of our committee members, Colleen Tarrant has recently resigned from her job as Treasurer of the Victorian Ushers Club. She has been involved with us since it began in March 1995. Of course, we will always remember that Colleen was the first Treasurer. We would like to thank her for her involvement. Please keep in touch with the Ushers group.


Currently, we do not have Treasurer and we request anyone (Usher person only) who is interested to take over the job. We would appreciate if you could let us know by ringing me.


A while ago we the committee discussed having the Ushers weekend retreat sometime in June or July. We are unable to book Tye Estate, Romesy because it has been closed since January this year. Therefore, we will follow up and find a suitable place.


Recently, we have the second funding from the Stegley Foundation and the money will be provided for the weekend retreat so it will be free for everyone. We will inform you as soon as possbile. For the VUC priority we have some more new suggestions from Ushers people to put on the priority list, E.g. raffle, canoeing, weekend away (annual camp), media and some more.


We the committee would like to hear from you if you have any special interests. Please do not hesitate to contact one of the committee and we will keep your suggestions on the priority list and we will consider them in the future meetings.


We have sent you the January edition of the VUC newsletter and again this month’s newsletter with the gold coloured sheets. We would like to have some feedback from you if you are happy to read with the gold coloured sheets or you prefer to receive the white sheets of the newsletter. Please let Peter Tarrant know about your feedback.


Our next Ushers activity will be going to Point Cook and we will report on what happened at Point Cook in the next newsletter. That is all for now. I have done this for you to know what is going on so I hope you will enjoy reading this newsletter. Happy reading!!! 

- Heather Lawson.
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SUMMER ACTIVITY AT CHURCHILL ISLAND


On Saturday 22 February 1997, some people went to Churchill Island off Phillip Island. The weather was pretty strange - sometimes cool, warm and hot. Sometimes cloudy and soft sun during the day. It was worthwhile for our great day there.


The Ushers group were: Allan Lawson, Heather Lawson, Gina Pontelandolfo and Peter Tarrant. The guides were: Bill Hynes, Dennis Martin, Lynne Pearson and Tina Leeuwrik.


We travelled to San Remo from Richmond comfortably and we arrived there in time to see pelicans feeding, we were lucky to see them before they left then we went to the jetty to look around for a while. Some people bought some refreshments for lunch at San Remo for Churchill Island. Afterwards, we reached the one-lane bridge and we crossed over the bridge and landed on Churchill Island and we saw an interesting small island with almost no inhabitants. Upon on arrival, we went to the homestead for lunch. We enjoyed our lunch in a beautiful homestead garden with greeny-coloured grass and sat on lunch table comfortably.


After lunch, we discussed which way we wanted to walk on the island, we had some mixed decisions so we decided to go ahead to have a walk. We found some interesting small adventures on the island. We walked in the open space as we couldn't walk in the trees and we walked beside the trees. We found some beaches had some dirt and rocks instead of traditional yellow sand that we have on Port Phillip Bay and Westernport Bay. It was strange that Churchill Island did not have yellow sand.


Sometimes, we enjoyed the cool when clouds covered, getting warmer and hotter when the sun came up. After a length of walk some of us enjoyed some cool in the water at the beach and some people splashed water for fun. Sometimes we ended up on some holes that rabbits used to live in. We had no idea if rabbits had already been eradicated on Churchill Island.


Soon after our great walk was completed, we saw some cows and bulls on the island and nothing else. We visited the homestead that was built in the 1870s and it was very interesting and still stands in its old age. We enjoyed our great day and discovered a good adventure on the island.


We wish to thank Bill, Dennis, Lynne and Tina for their great help for our great day at Churchill Island.

NEWS FLASH

Birth:


Baby Stephen Christopher, son of Jeanette and Frank Loftus and new baby brother for Anne and Sharon. Born at Leongatha Hospital on 1 February 1997. Weight 5lbs 3ozs. Please bring Stephen to our Ushers Club.


We would love to see him soon!!

Engagement:


The announcement is made of the engagement of Colleen Tarrant and Rohan Dehne and we wish to congratulate them on behalf of the Victorian Ushers Club and we wish them good luck for their future.

INVITATION


Maree Heenan and Jeanette Loftus generously invite you to meet their new babies, Evonne Heenan and Stephen Loftus at Maree's place. Some people wish to see their lovely babies and chance to see them and have a great day. The Ushers people and the guides are welcome.

When: Saturday 26 April 1997

Where: 57 Gould Street, Frankston

Time: 12 noon till 4 pm.

What to bring: BYO sandwiches, drinks, plates, cups, etc. like the picnic style.


Any queries, please do not hesitate to ring Maree on 9770 2011.

T.A.L.G. EXPO 97


An exhibition and demonstration of aids and equipment for people with a vision impairment.

Friday May 9th, 12.30 pm - 6.00 pm

Saturday May 10th, 10.00 am - 4.00 pm


Ormond Hall, R.V.I.B., 557 St Kilda Road, Melbourne (enter from Moubray Street).


This is the opportunity for clients, parents, carers, teachers, teacher aides, visiting teachers, disability liaison officers, therapists and other professionals to obtain information about computers, low tech and high tech aids and services.


The two days provide a forum for presentations (this year’s theme: Employment), interchange of ideas and a chance to meet directly with manufacturers and suppliers of specialised assistive technology.


See: Apple Mac technology, braille displays, concept keyboards, closed circuit TVs, concept keyboards, embossers, Internet, large print displays, optical magnifiers, PCs and notebooks, scanners, speech synthesisers, tactile graphics, toys and games, voice recognition and more....

For further information contact the Expo Organiser:


John Gaeth, 557 St Kilda Road, Melbourne Vic 3004. Tel: (03) 9522-5250. Fax (03) 9510 4735. E-mail johng@rvib2.rvib.org.au.


TALG (the Technical Aids Liaison Group) is made up of representatives of a number of agencies and organisations in Victoria providing services for people with vision impairment.

USHERS ARTICLE


This article is from a booklet from the USA, published in 1983 called "Deaf Person's Adjustment to Usher's Syndrome."


LIVING WITH USHER'S SYNDROME

Becoming Independent


Full participation in real life experiences helps people with Usher's Syndrome to fulfil their needs. They must let others know what they can and cannot do. Then they must do what they can do independently, whether they succeed or fail. The practice of doing will improve skills in independence.


People's abilities, interests, ideas, and feelings help them decide what to do in life. Self-esteem, self-acceptance, and self-respect are necessary to build an independent life. The following case histories are good examples of people who are living happy, successful, independent lives with Usher's Syndrome.


Janice Adams, a deaf-blind graduate student in counselling at Gallaudet College, has Usher's Syndrome. Before she came to Gallaudet, Janice worked at the Technical Vocational Institute in St. Paul, Minnesota, on a hearing-vision impaired project. Janice wants to succeed in life. She does not complain because she feels that complaining gets her nowhere. Instead, Janice looks ahead to what she will do in the future.


"I do not let Usher's Syndrome limit my life," says Janice. "I like to learn to do new things. When I learned to ride the subway, I was afraid at first. My husband showed me where to look for lights to guide my way. After a few days, I was able to ride by myself and meet a friend who would guide me to the college. I enjoy riding on a tandem bicycle with my husband. The bicycle has two seats and we took a vacation together riding around New England on it."


Jack Wright grew up as a member of the deaf community and worked as an engraver. At around twenty years of age, he began to notice vision problems caused by Usher's Syndrome. He could no longer work as an engraver.


Later at the Helen Keller National Centre for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults, Jack learned Braille, cane travel, and other skills for independence. He now lives with his wife in their home where he has his own chair-caning business.


Henry Buzzard, a retired librarian who specialised in library service, has Usher's Syndrome. He still has useable central vision. He has been deaf since birth and went to an oral school. When Henry was eight years old, his eyes were injured in a playground accident. Later, he noticed that he could not see at night and that he had lost his side vision. He tried to keep his problem to himself, so he memorised the way to places that he went to at night. He blamed his vision changes on his childhood accident until, at age fifty-two, he discovered that he had Usher's Syndrome.


While working as an Assistant Librarian at Gallaudet College, Henry learned sign language. Later, he worked for the U.S. Army Map Service. His dreams came true when he became Library Administrator at the New York School for the Deaf. His strong self-esteem, positive self-image, and encouragement from his wife, family, and friends helped him to cope and reach out to help others.

Education and Employment


Everyone needs to think about and practice decision making and decision changing in education and employment. People with Usher's Syndrome need to know about many different educational and job opportunities. As their vision changes, they may not be able to work in the same way as in the past. Educational training and the choice of a job should be made to fit future needs.


Technical aids, equipment, and services can help a person with Usher's Syndrome to change from one job responsibility to another. For example, a person with Usher's Syndrome can make changes to keep a job by (a) adding a TV read/write system, (b) changing from a regular TTY (teletype device) to a large print TTY or a braille TTY, (c) teaching touch communication methods to coworkers, and (d) learning to use public transportation to go to work instead of driving.


As vision changes, the person can move from one job to another within the same field. For example, an outdoor photographer can switch to indoor studio photography, which uses controlled lighting and requires less side vision. A change to photo lab technician may allow the person to do copy work that uses bright light. Photo finishing and photo retouching are possible jobs if the person still has clear central vision. Photo processing of colour film is done in complete darkness where vision is not required. This job may fit the person who has little useable vision.


The following suggestions may help people with Usher's Syndrome in their education and career development.

1. Know that you have Usher's Syndrome.

2. Know what your vision is at all times as it changes throughout your life.

3. Find out about educational and career opportunities.

4. Expose yourself to as many careers as possible.

5. Know your own interests, dislikes, talents, and weaknesses.

6. Make choices yourself, whether right or wrong.


Follow these suggestions and then make a decision for what you want to do. Try it. If the decision is not right for you, change to another decision and try it. The practice of trying out educational and job opportunities is the best way to find out what is right for you.
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We would like someone to write something interesting or exciting news or what do you think of this newsletter? Any question or suggestions of yours concerning your condition of Usher syndrome? Do not worry if you don't want to be embarrassed but no problem as we can publish your story without your name in our newsletter.


You can write good articles about what happened with your involvement in the Ushers Club, activities, your life in sports, adventure, holiday, hobby, or something new, etc.


If you have any news, suggestions, articles. etc. please address them to:-

Peter M Tarrant, Secretary of VUC, 3 Cooinda Court, Frankston Vic 3199. Phone (03) 9770 0179 (TTY)

The Ushers committee are:

Heather Lawson (President) TTY (03) 9568 2371 

Gina Pontelandolfo TTY (03) 9598 5486 or Fax (03) 9521 6186

Allan Lawson TTY (03) 9598 5486 or Fax (03) 9521 6186.

