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VICTORIAN USHERS CLUB

Newsletter Vol. 3 No. 1 January 1997.

You Yangs Regional Park

From left: Gina, Heather, Rae, John, Kathy, Peter and Bill.

Dear Friends,


Happy New Year to the readers. We hope you had a great time over Christmas and New Year. Hopefully, we look forward to a more brighter season of 1997. We had our great time of 1996 and that year is no more!


Last November Carla Anderson has met with some Ushers people to discuss about the future workshops for 1997. So we have agreed not to continue workshops. We had lots of workshops over five years since 1991. We thought it was enough but we can still improve and change something new and different with our purposes.


We would like very much to appreciate Carla Anderson for her wonderful work to run the Ushers workshops and encouraged the Ushers group to learn many things like communication, role plays, discussions and assertive skills. We also learnt about the devices that blind people use for their independent living, etc. We certainly would like to have Carla to come to some special Ushers workshops to work with us and learn more new things in the near future. Once more, many thanks to Carla for her five years' hard work.


Good news! In December, the Victorian Ushers Club received the second grant of $1,500 from the Stegley Foundation. Isn't the grant like our christmas gift???? We will work out what to do with the money; we may have a special workshop or a weekend workshop depending on the budget. Will let you all know what is happening in the next newsletter.
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You yangs regional park

On Saturday 26 October 1996 we went to You Yangs Regional Park near Geelong. The weather was good for us to trek the park and we enjoyed ourselves there.


The Ushers group were: John Hoctor, Heather Lawson, Gina Pontelandolfo and Peter Tarrant. Allan Lawson was unable to come because he was not feeling very well that day. We hope you are back to good health again. The guides were: Bill Hynes, Rae Hynes, Lynne Pearson and Kathy Smitt.


We met in the city and greeted each other and left for You Yangs. We arrived there and saw an interesting area of the car park and the picnic spots was surrounded by the trees. We walked around as a warm-up and we stood on the 'Big Rock'. While we stayed on the rock, there was a nice view of the forest. We saw a small rock pond on the 'Big Rock' where Matthew Flinders walked to look for water and he met the Aborigines and they let him drink the water. We also saw some rock-climbing learners on the rock and we were watching them, they looked so nervous about doing abseiling.


At lunchtime, we had our lunch despite interruptions with mosquitoes but we were not badly bitten. After lunch, we drove to the next place at Flinders Peak in You Yangs and we had to climb hundreds and hundreds of steps up and down for a total of about two hours. At the half way of the trek, we saw a city view of Melbourne. We finally stood on top of the mountain at 360 degrees of the lookout. We saw the whole area around, which included Melbourne, Geelong and Port Phillip Bay. There was a massive forest with some farmlands. The view was so fantastic and a long time ago, Matthew Flinders was standing where we were standing.


At the peak, we had a joke from Heather as she gave us some Kit Kat (Goodies) and told us to have a break. While we had a break, it was so exciting when the Ushers people were rushed by the guides, telling us about the unexpected sight of the birds flying in a 'V' line and passed over us which was great.


We arrived back to the car park after a great time trekking. Bill and Peter did their 'bush basher' as they found a shortcut down through the bush quickly from the top and they had an exciting experience in the bush than on the walking track. We had a wonderful time at You Yangs.


We wish to thank Bill, Rae, Lynne and Kathy for their great help for our great day at You Yangs Regional Park.



Christmas break-up at mt dandenong

On Saturday 7 December 1996 we went to Mount Dandenong near Melbourne and we enjoyed ourselves up there and the weather was sunny and cloudy. We found something exciting with a lot of tall trees and winding roads. It was a bit cold but really interesting place to see.


We had lunch in a cafe at Mount Dandenong Observatory and had a good chat. We did some bushwalking. We were really so quiet but it was worthwhile to visit there and we know it is the one of the most popular parks in Melbourne.


We were told that there was another place at Mount Dandenong with 1000 steps and we are now considering to go there again in the future for our more exciting adventure and treks there.


We had a cuppa just outside the shop then went home in the middle of the afternoon. The Ushers group were: Heather Lawson, Colleen Tarrant and Peter Tarrant. The guides were: Lisa Daily, Tina Leeuwrik, Lynne Pearson and Kathy Smitt.


We wish to thank Lisa, Tina, Lynne and Kathy for their great help for our great day at Mount Dandenong.

a summer activity at churchill island

On Saturday 22 February 1997, the first Ushers activity for this year will be a visit to Churchill Island, 122 kms south of Melbourne via the Bass Highway, turning off for Phillip Island.


It is a historic island situated in Western Port Bay. There is a homestead, buildings which were built between 1860 and 1880 and old farm equipment. There are surrounding gardens, trees and a coastline. We can go for a stroll around the whole 57 hectare island, view the 300-year-old Moonah trees and also have a picnic. There are walking tracks and an information centre.


The island was discovered in 1801 by Lt James Grant, with the first garden, first crops and the first building being built in Victoria.


Where to meet: Flinders Street train station (Country Booking Office)

What time: Leave at 9 am, please be there before 9 am and return about 6.30 - 7 pm

What to bring: Bring your lunch and drinks, spending money for petrol, etc. comfortable shoes for walking, fly repellant, camera, bathers and towels for hot weather.


Please let any of the Ushers committee know if you are coming, by Wednesday, 12 February, the telephone and fax numbers are at the end of this newsletter. For more information, please ring Heather Lawson.

adbc agm


The Annual General Meeting of the Australian DeafBlind Council will be held at the Talking Book Library of the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind, 85 High St, Prahran, on Saturday 1 March 1997 at 2.30 pm. If you have any queries, contact the Administration Officer of the Australian DeafBlind Council on (03) 9482 1155 (Voice) or (03) 9489 3092 (TTY)



day trip to point cook

The date has changed to Saturday 12 April 1997 for the social outing because there will be a Victorian Deaf Conference on 26-27 of April 1997 which means we may not be able to get some sighted guides.


We will go to Point Cook Coastal Park for the day. Point Cook is only 24 km south west of Melbourne; it is on the western foreshore of Port Phillip Bay. The township is noted for its RAAF museum and it is big and remote. There are three different areas in the park: the historic homestead, wetlands, beach and marine reserve area.


There is an information centre, walking tracks, picnic tables and shelters so please bring your own lunch and drinks. It opens from 8.30 am to 5 pm.


Where to meet: At Flinders Street train station (Country Bookings Office)

What time: Leave at 10 am and return about 5-6 pm.


Please let any of the committee know if you are coming by Wednesday, 2 April. We are looking forward to go to the South-West.

USHERS article

Peter wrote his story that will help people with Usher syndrome to enjoy by themselves.

Ushers vs Usher


Plan to go to the cinema:

John Citizen, who has Usher syndrome (type 1) and his girlfriend Frances Moon, who is deaf, have been going together for two months. John asked Frances to go out to a cinema at the Jam Factory in South Yarra. Frances was delighted and she asked him what the film will be called? He said It's called "Babe", a family film about a pig.


On the way to the cinema:

They travelled to Chapel Street, South Yarra by train on the Cranbourne line. They got off at South Yarra train station and walked to Chapel Street and Frances stopped and looked at the sign "Fun Factory" and she said what is it? John said "I do not know what it is". Opposite the Fun Factory is a place called "Como" and it is new and very big. They walked along Chapel Street to the Jam Factory Village Complex cinema with eight cinemas.


At the cinema:

John bought two tickets for him and Frances and the cinema had already started. They walked along to the right cinema number and a man with a torch in his hand, asked them to check the tickets and John gave them to him and he tore two tickets off and gave them back to him. The man noticed they communicated in sign language and took a note and a pen and wrote something and gave it to John. It read "I am an Usher and I can usher you both to the right seats" Frances shook her head and yelled at John "He has Usher like you" and Frances wrote a note and showed it to the man "You have Usher like him". The man did not understand what she meant and he wrote "What do you mean 'I have Usher?'" and Frances replied in a note "Sorry, do not worry, I am stupid" and the man wrote "Don't worry and have a nice time in the cinema" and he guided John and Frances to their seats.


In the cinema:

The cinema was almost dark except the screen and the seat lights and the seats were full and the man found some seats at the back. John had trouble walking in the dark on steps going up. Frances was concerned and held his hand to go up. They got their seats and John enjoyed the screen perfectly and Frances said "Oh, the screen is far away from us".


After the cinema:

They got home after a day's outing, they enjoyed 'Babe' at the cinema and John told Frances "Next Saturday will be my mate's wedding and do you want to come" and she was elated. "Yes, I'd love to come" and he accepted this arrangement.


Wedding day:

On Saturday, John and Frances dressed up neatly for his mate's wedding in Malvern East and they travelled by train on the Cranbourne line for Malvern East. They walked five mins from the station to the church. They arrived 15 minutes early and they entered the church and were stopped by a woman with some wedding books in her hand. She noticed they communicated in sign language and she took a note and a pen and wrote something down and gave it to her "I am an Usher and I will take both of you to your seats". Frances said "Oh, another Usher" to John. Frances signed to her "You have bad eyes" and John said "Sh". The woman did not understand her in sign language. Frances wrote on a note "You have bad eyes" and the woman shook her head. John said to Frances "You should not tell her". The woman wrote "Are you ready to go to your seats and I will help you both" and John and Frances used in body language "Head up and down a few times" and the woman understood and took them to their seats.


After the wedding:

They travelled home after the wedding and they travelled by train and John read in wedding book. Frances was patted on her shoulder by John and he showed her the book with the word "Usher". Frances shook her head and said "Oh, Usher of what?" John said "I don't know". Frances said "Remember at the cinema and at the wedding they were Ushers like you?" John asked "Next Saturday, I will go and see my friend at his place and do you want to come?" She said "Oh I'd love to come" and they made an arrangement.


Day at a friend's place:

They went to a friend's place in Murrumbeena by train on the Cranbourne line and they walked about 15 mins to his friend's place there. He knocked the door and moments later a woman opened the door and he said to Frances "She is my friend's mother, Carol". Frances said "Hello" to her and Carol welcomed them into the lounge room. Carol said "I will get Fred, please stay here" and they accepted. Moments later, Fred came and shook John's hand and he introduced Fred "This is my girlfriend, Frances". Fred asked him "does she have Usher syndrome" John shook his head "No, but she is deaf". Fred said "Oh, sorry." Frances tried to wave at Fred but no response and she shook her head. She patted Fred's leg and said to him "You have bad eyes". John said "Don't be cheeky". John explained to Frances, "He has Usher syndrome" and she said "Oh". She apologised to Fred and he accepted.


Ushers vs Usher:

They sat on their couches in the lounge room and chatted. Frances told Fred "We have met two Ushers people at the cinema and at the church" and Fred said "Oh, who?" John replied "We have never met them before" Fred said "Who were they?" Frances said "They helped us to our seats" Fred explained to them ""Usher" means a person who guides someone to the right seat" and they shook their heads. Frances said "Oh, really and I thought they had bad eyes and once I was in trouble when I told a lady "You have bad eyes"". Fred laughed and said "Oh, wow and did she get hurt". Frances replied "I'm not sure because her face expression was not sad or upset because I told her in sign language".


Continuation:

Frances asked Fred "Why do you call yourself "Usher""? Fred replied "No, I meant Usher syndrome but not Usher". Frances said "Oh, I am a bit confused between the two Ushers". Fred explained to her "The two different meanings - I have Usher means I have a genetic condition of deafness and partial blindness or total blindness and I am an Usher means I help someone to the right seat". Frances said "Oh, will my boyfriend become blind?" Fred shook his head. John waved at her "I will explain to you in the train or at home later". Frances said "Why didn't you tell me before" and John said "Oh, sorry but it's a long story".


Puzzle:

After they left Fred's parents house Frances's face was down and John held her hand and they walked back to the station. In the train on the way back to Cranbourne, Frances asked John "Are the two Ushers at the cinema and church going blind?" John replied "No, they're not and they only help someone to the seat they are different to people with Usher syndrome. Frances said "I have a bad headache and I better take a break and think".


A plan for the Formula One Grand Prix:

A week later, John said to Frances "Yesterday I got two tickets from my friend to attend the Formula One Grand Prix at Albert Park Lake" and she said "I'd love to come". They got there by tram from St Kilda Road the most beautiful boulevard in Melbourne.


A day at the Formula One Grand Prix:

They discovered there were a lot of people around and some people were crazy over racing cars there. The smell was terrible from fumes of the motor car's methadone exhaust. They saw about 30 Ushers on one stand and an Usher man said "Tickets please" and John gave them to him and he signed in body language "Come" and they followed him to the right seats. A few hours later, Frances complained about the smell from the cars and she said "Cars always whizzed past us over and over and I could not stand it" and John said "I'd like to go home because I am very dizzy from the passing cars" and they left for home.


- Peter M Tarrant.

USHERS newsletter

We would like to hear from someone who can write about some ideas or experiences that he/she has done in the past, why not write to us so we can publish in our future Ushers newsletters.


You can write good articles about what happened with your involvement in the Ushers Club, activities, your life in sports, adventure, holiday, hobby, or something new, etc.


If you have any news, suggestions, articles. etc. please address them to:-

Peter M Tarrant, Secretary of VUC, 3 Cooinda Court, Frankston Vic 3199. Phone (03) 9783 4957 (TTY)

The Ushers committee are: 

Heather Lawson (President) TTY (03) 9568 2371 

Gina Pontelandolfo TTY (03) 9598 5486 or Fax (03) 9521 6186

Colleen Tarrant TTY (03) 9783 4957

Allan Lawson TTY (03) 9598 5486 or Fax (03) 9521 6186

