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Victorian Ushers Club

Newsletter Vol. 2 No. 5 November 1996.

The RVIB Ski Lodge at Mount Baw Baw on 23-25 August 1996

Dear Friends,


HI! Look at this newsletter. What's new! At last it has got our original Ushers Club logo shown above with the better heading. We are still distributing the Ushers newsletters since 1992, although it is getting better each time and we are developing the designs for the Ushers newsletter with photos, etc. since May 1995.


The adventure of the snow weekend in August was successful and a challenge for the Victorian Ushers Club. We had a great time as we have organised the weekend camp by the Ushers committee itself for the first time. We had deaf and hearing friends to be integrated, who acted as guides and also some of them communicated in sign language which made the group easier. We learned a lot working together since the Victorian Ushers Club committee was established in March 1995. I have written an article about the snow weekend in this newsletter for you to read, and you will also read the comments by the seven Ushers people who wrote about their enjoyable time at the weekend.


For five years from 1991 we were the self-help group who were supported by Carla Anderson and Phil Harper. Carla is a Deaf leader who runs the Ushers workshops, encourages the Ushers group to build their confidence and assertive skills and many things we have learned over five years which helps us to develop our strength slowly to be working together.


Phil Harper from the Victorian Council of Deaf People, was our support person who was responsible for Ushers group social outings from 1992 and he was a wonderful person who encouraged the Ushers group for about three years. Phil had organised the first weekend camp in May 1994 at Hall's Gap in the Grampians for the Ushers group to get away. Now we, the Ushers committee are able to take responsibility, creating new things and we are still in the process of planning more new things in the coming years for the Victorian Ushers Club.


Victorian Ushers Club raised $211.50 from the raffle with a prize of a $60 voucher from Coles Supermarket. It was drawn in September and the winner was Sandra Illangatoon. Thank you to these people who helped us to sell the raffle tickets for our Ushers Club.


On October 26th 1996 the Ushers group went to You Yangs Regional Park near Geelong for the day. Will write more about it on the next newsletter.

From Heather Lawson, President.
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Snow weekend at Mount Baw Baw

23-25 August 1996.

The whole group who were brave in the cold were:

Rear row from left - Bobby Scott, Chris Dunn, Brent Hunt, Carla Anderson, Allan Lawson and Rod McNamara.

Front row from left - Lynne Pearson, Heather Lawson, John Hoctor, Alison Rawson, Gina Ponelandolfo, Colleen Tarrant and Peter Tarrant.

Absent from the photo were: Tina Leeuwrik, Mark McNamara, Ross Rawson and Ryder Rawson.

SNOW WEEKEND CAMP


On Friday lunchtime fifteen people - seven Ushers, three deaf and three hearing friends plus a child - met at the Victorian Deaf Society with a huge load of bags, sleeping gears and food, etc. in a big van. We also had two mini buses to drive us to the snow mountain at Mt Baw Baw.


On the way to Mt Baw Baw, we stopped at a small, quiet town called Noojee for afternoon tea in a quiet cafe. Then we headed on a long winding road up and up to the Alpine village. When it was about time for nightfall, we saw some snow on both sides of the road but more snow as we got closer and closer to the resort. We were excited and stepped out of the buses. We found it was a freezing night - it was 0 degree Celsius. BRRrrrrrr! We noticed there was plenty of snow everywhere, about 20 to 30 cms deep of snow as we walked to the RVIB Ski Lodge about 30 metres away from the buses on the road.


We were greeted at the lodge by two more people who came earlier to prepare the generator (machine for heating and electricity) before the whole group arrived. When we entered the lodge, it was nice and sufficiently warm and we looked around the rooms to make us more familiar. The RVIB Ski Lodge has a three storey building with a balcony with a beautiful view. The lodge has different angles of the walls, ceiling and roof to a normal house that you live in.


Soon after we settled, we were hungry so our chef Gina, wearing a chef hat and a working chef coat, cooked the delicious dinner, spaghetti with bolognaise sauce and salad. Before dinner we had a short meeting to discuss what to do over the weekend, how to be guided for skiing, what we wanted to do, etc. Then we gathered around a very long wooden dining table to eat. Yummy!! Thank you Gina for saving us from starving.


Afterwards, we went to a ski hire shop just over the road, opposite our Lodge. Some of us hired the ski gear for downhill skiing or cross country skiing and brought the ski gear back to the lodge and kept it in a room downstairs so we could be ready for the next day. Some of the group went to a pub, just next door to the lodge and some of them stayed in the lodge and chatted all night.


On Saturday morning after our brekky, the group broke up as some of them wandered around for sightseeing, some went for cross country skiing and some went for downhill skiing. The temperature in the morning was 2 degrees Celsius but the cold weather did not worry us and we enjoyed ourselves to dare these activities with the support of sighted guides.


We had lunch at the lodge and just relaxed for a while then we went outside again to play. Some Ushers people who went for sightseeing on that morning, tried the cross country skiing. The Ushers brother and sister continued the downhill skiing with the support of the sighted skiers. An Usher woman also did downhill skiing herself.


After we had enough of the day outdoors, we went back to the Lodge to have hot drinks and some snacks to eat. Meanwhile, our chef Gina and Lynne prepared the dinner. Some of the group had some grog, played scrabble, played cards or chatted, just waited for the dinner to be ready. When it was announced 'time for dinner', we hurried to the kitchen door, just in line so we could be served the wonderful meal of roast chicken and beef with vegetables and gravy then we had desserts, apple pie and apricot pie with cream. Apparently we enjoyed eating our big meal we had big appetites after our hard working day.


Later that night, some of the group went to a pub for some drinks and other stayed inside the lodge to play Scrabble and other games, etc. About midnight some of the group went for a walk in the night. We saw the full moon smiling at us from the night sky. The fog was moving and passing it which made us feel welcome to walk around, it was fun. We saw the twinkling lights from far away, it was the view of Latrobe Valley in Gippsland. It was a nice walk around with some snowball fights. Back to the lodge to relax then went to bed late.


The last day of the weekend on Sunday morning, we noticed that the snow started to melt which turned to light brownish snow. We thought we were very lucky to have the opportunity to see the white snow everywhere at the resort for sightseeing and skiing before it was melted by a bright sunny morning. The whole group agreed to go for a long walk around the snow field together for fun. We saw the view of Latrobe Valley then we were running, walking, snowball fighting, built a snowman/woman (about four feet tall) and took photos. Then we went back to have lunch and cleaned up the whole house and packed things for home. We had a short meeting to talk about the weekend, the Ushers group said they enjoyed it so much and wanted to come to Mt Baw Baw next year just for a green environment weekend.


Before we left the resort, we farewelled and thanked each other for having a great time and we went home on four different ways. Two Ushers people, two guides and Ryder went for chair lift rides to see the whole forest and snow and met others down there. We headed for Melbourne.


Unfortunately, it happened just after about twenty minutes from the resort, one of our buses broke down. So we went to Noojee hotel for dinner and waited for RACV to arrive. It was bad news when two RACV men told us at the pub that they couldn't do anything with the bus until the next morning. We had to change plans so four people went home by van and ten people went home by a bus with lots of bags, etc. on the floor in a bus which was no problem. We arrived home very late at midnight and we were exhausted.


We were pleased that Carla was safe, stayed at the Noojee Hotel overnight for only 15 dollars, very cheap. Carla said that the manager of the pub was very nice and looked after her. He woke her up in the morning with a free breakfast of hot tea and toasts on a tray. They wrote a lot of notes and he was a lovely man. She also said that the driver of the truck that carried her van also was great. He had four little boys and he told her a lot of stories about the boys. We hope her van is ok now.


Despite the bus breaking down, we still had an extraordinary time over the snow weekend. A special thanks to the guides for coming with the Ushers group to support us which made an enjoyable time and we will never forget. What is more, we would like to thank Chris Dunn for having his van to carry things for us. Our appreciation to the drivers, Carla, Brent, Bobby and Chris for driving, yes of course it was a long drive.
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Heather is holding

John is x-skiing
Allan is holding

behind Rod 


behind Carla

behind Chris

USHERS' COMMENTS


Hi everybody.

In August 1996, we went to the snow at Mt Baw Baw for the weekend. Each Ushers person had a sighted guide, that is John Hoctor (Ushers) and Carla Anderson (Guide). We walked on the snow to find the Cross Country Trail area. There were a lot of trees up and down the Trail on the snow slopes. Carla explained to me how to fit boots and put on skis, I skied up and down the slope. I couldn't see the snow trail so Carla helped me, she touched my left shoulder to go to the left and my right shoulder to go to the right and in the middle of my back to go straight ahead. Carla explained that the heels of the boots go and down on the skis. I was excited skiing cross country. I wish to thank Carla for being my guide and telling me how to snow ski.


P.S. I am sorry Carla's mini-bus broke down. Hope Carla's mini-bus is well soon. HA. HA!


Written by John Hoctor.


The Usher Snow Camp at Mt Baw Baw on the 23-25th of August. It was a wonderful time on the weekend that was better than a few years ago. Because the hearing and deaf guides were mixed with Ushers group to help them for a guide which was much better to make them having fun time. When we arrived at the camp on Friday night, it was good chat and relaxed at night. On Saturday I had a great fun all the day with Chris Dunn for a guide of skiing, a lot of fun. After the day, we had a lovely dinner, relaxed, chatted and played games at night. On Sunday morning, it was a nice day and I had a good time with mixed group for long walk around the snow. When we left the camp, they looked happy and had a good time on the weekend. But, unfortunately, that Carla's car was broken down, but it was lucky that a hearing guide helped to interpret deaf guides and Ushers group to make the phone calls. The hearing and deaf guides were all clear, that was no problem. I love to meet the mixed group for a guide for the activities on the weekend.


By Allan Lawson


Hello everyone! I am Gina. I had a great time at snow camp with the Ushers group at Mt Baw Baw in August. It was good fun, chatted. It was a lovely ski lodge and lovely place. My guide Lynne and I walked around to see the snow view and also we followed some Ushers people and guides to look for the right trail for cross country skiing. John with guide Carla went left around the trail, I went with Lynne to the right and met John and Carla. Lynne and Tina tried to help me by holding my arms to ski. When I saw the steep slope and trees so I stopped skiing because I have no experience with it! I had enough with skiing that I have bad balance but I laughed, it was fun to try. I can't help it. It was my first time on cross country skiing. Good memory.


Cheers!! Love Gina Pontelandolfo.


Hi!! I had a marvellous time over the snow weekend. Let me tell you how I went down the hills. With my very limited sights, I had a sighted guide who was a good skier, we went uphill by T bar lifts together and we went downhill together which I was at the back of my guide and my hands was on his sides of his above hips while skiing. My guide Rod and I went up and down the slopes a lot all day on Saturday. I was very happy that I can ski like that. I would like to go there again next year to try out with the posts for guiding. Thank you Rod for having fun skiing with me. I will never forget about the great weekend that the Ushers group did enjoy themselves. During the weekend I enjoyed the most were, downhill skiing, playing Scrabble (braille and print board with braille and print cubes), dancing at a pub, walking at night with Carla and a few others on Saturday night, long walk with the whole group on Sunday morning.


From Heather Lawson


On the snow weekend was so fantastic. In my bedroom on the top floor of the lodge outside has nice view. We arrived on Friday there were much of snow then Sunday time for us to go home lucky the snow were already melted. I did not try doing the downhill and cross country skiing because I was too lazy. I had a great weekend to catch up with friends and much relaxing. So I would go again in the far of future.


From Colleen Tarrant 


I have been downhill skiing and Ross with Ryder walked around and played with snow. We did enjoy the snow weekend.


From Alison Rawson


On the weekend of 23-25 August 1996, I was excited to be standing on ice at Mount Baw Baw and we stayed there for the weekend on ice! I have always lived on dry land for most of my life, what about staying on ice for a few days? I was impressed when I stayed there and found a new experience on ice. If you visit there for a day its great but what about sleeping there overnight or for a few nights? On the ice it is once in a lifetime that means you can see everything its so different day and night.


It was very interesting when I was there at night. Very cold and beautiful white ice with black sky. We enjoyed our adventure, downhill skiing and cross-country skiing with a full white area and it was superb. We were very lucky with a good snowfall on Mount Baw Baw before we visited there. I will never forget my great stay at Mount Baw Baw and we stayed at the RVIB Ski Lodge that belongs to the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind and I will remember for ever.


I wish to thank Brent and Tina for guiding me around the snowfield at Mount Baw Baw and also thank Lynne for providing me a snow stick to help to control my balance and also thank Lynne for finding my lost snow glove.


- Peter M Tarrant



CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP


The Ushers Christmas break-up lunch will be at Mt Dandenong in the Dandenong Ranges on Saturday 7th December 1996. There will be no Ushers workshop on that day.


Mt Dandenong is at the peak of the Dandenong Ranges which stands 633 metre high. From Melbourne the Dandenongs are an easy drive along the Burwood Highway, Maroondah Highway or Canterbury Road which runs into Mount Dandenong Tourist Road to the Peak.


It is a beautiful outlook of Port Phillip Bay that you could see the views of Melbourne, You Yangs, Mt Macdeon at daytime and Melbourne's lights by nighttime. There is a kiosk and a restaurant called Sky High at the Lookout. What is more, it has picnic area for barbeques.


Bring your own lunch and drinks or can buy food and drinks, ice creams, etc. at the kiosk. Also some money for petrol, etc.


Meet at Flinders Street train station (country booking office) at 10 am and it is about one hour and 15 minutes drive to Mt Dandenong. We will be back to city about half past four.


We have booked a mini bus from the Victorian Deaf Society for our Christmas break-up lunch. Will you meet us at the Flinders Street station or meet us at Mt Dandenong or somewhere to pick you up. Please let Heather Lawson know by ringing on TTY (03) 9568 2371 by Friday 22nd November. 
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NEWS FLASH


Good news to hear that Joe and Maree (nee Tarrant) Heenan have a baby daughter. Her name is Evonne Louise, born on Tuesday, 17th of September. Congratulations for becoming new parents to your daughter Evonne.


The Victorian Ushers Club has sent a gift of pink towel with a mouse on it for their new baby. Could we see Evonne soon? Evonne is the most welcome to come to our Club.

Thank you


Hi everyone,


Joseph and I have a beautiful new baby daughter, her name is Evonne Louise. We all are well. Evonne was born at the Mornington Peninsula Hospital (Frankston) on Tuesday 17 September 1996 and weighted 6lbs and 12ozs.


And also, thank you for a lovely bath towel for Evonne and flowers from the Victorian Ushers Club.

USHERS NEWSLETTER


Do you have any suggestions to place in the Ushers Newsletter? Why not write it yourself? We, people around the world, are the same and we can share our ideas. You can write good articles about what happened with your involvement in the Ushers Club, activities, your life in sports, adventure, holiday, hobby, or something new, etc.


If you have any news, suggestions, articles. etc. please address them to:-

Peter M Tarrant, Secretary of VUC, 3 Cooinda Court, Frankston Vic 3199. Phone (03) 9783 4957 (TTY)

Electronic Mail - ptarrant@ozemail.com.au

Format: Arial, Bold and Point 16 or 17 (Microsoft Word 2.0)

