Victorian Ushers Club

Vol. 1 No. 2 July 1995.

The Third National Deaf Blind Conference was held in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 1-3 May 1995.

(Rear row from left) Peter Tarrant (Ushers 1); Steven Ripley (Ushers 2, Sydney); Tina Leeuwrik (Interpreter, Melbourne); Allan Lawson (Ushers 1); Craig Maynard (Interpreter, Sydney); Peter Mulham (Sydney); Heather Lawson (Ushers 1); Carleeta Manser (Ushers 1, Sydney); Sandra (Interpreter, Sydney).

(Front row from left) Paul Wanis (Interpreter, Melbourne); Ross Onley-Zerkel (Deaf Blind Association of Victoria).

Dear Friends,

This is our second newsletter for people with Ushers Syndrome, and the interested readers. The Ushers workshop was held on Saturday 3 June 1995, we voted in favour to rename our group is now called 'Victorian Ushers Club'. I enjoyed the Third National Deaf Blind Conference was held in Sydney recently and I was impressed with the conference.

a day trip to point nepean:


On Saturday 24 June 1995, we went to the Point Nepean National Park at Portsea. The weather was cloudy and windy and fortunately, despite good rain sometime during June, the temperature was about 11 degrees Celsius.


We met at Frankston Railway Station, we were: Allan Lawson, Heather Lawson, Gina Pontelandolfo, Colleen Tarrant and Peter Tarrant. The deaf guide/interpreters were: Bill Hynes and Graham Knight. We arrived at Sorrento, we picked up Alison Rawson of Geelong (she came by ferry across the Port Phillip Bay between Queenscliff and Sorrento).


We arrived at Point Nepean National Park just before 12 noon and we discussed where will we have lunch break inside the national park. We were told we walk from the start to Observatory Point for 30 minutes. We walked on the road very comfortable and easy to walk and we kept walking helped us keep warm in the cold conditions.


In the middle of our journey, we saw a big old cannon and we saw some soldiers who were on training and they stopped training while we walked through the soldiers. We saw a firing range and forbidden zone, we are not allowed because of unexploded shells in the area.


We reached Observatory Point area and we saw several old graves in the cemetery. Dated back to about 1850's. Then we reached the beach at Observatory Point and viewed Port Phillip Bay and we saw Point Nepean, the Heads where ships enter and leave Port Phillip Bay.


We relaxed and enjoyed our lunch in the area at Observatory Point.


We then headed to one more viewing spot, called "Cheviot Hill". Later, we reached there and walked around and inspected some old wartime shelters that were built during World War II to protect against the unexpected enemies. The notorious Cheviot beach at Cheviot Hill where our late Prime Minister, Harold Holt disappeared there in December 1967.


We were half way between the start and the end and our time ran out and we walked back to the start took us about 40 minutes. We arrived at the start just before 3.30pm in time to drop Alison at Sorrento ferry for her return journey to Queenscliff at 4pm.


We had a little break for refreshment at Tootgarook cafe then we returned to Frankston.


We had a great time at Point Nepean National Park and we wish to thank Bill and Graham for their great help during the day.

USHERS WORKSHOP:


The next Ushers workshop will be held at the Victorian Deaf Society on Saturday 5 August 1995. Please be there at 9.45am so you can have a cuppa and chat. Ushers people are welcome.

TOPIC:
Chris Dunn for Auslan and Rebecca Adam for consumer rights and the law.

WHERE: Victorian Deaf Society



 Horace Bedggood Building



 Conference Room



 101 Wellington Parade South



 East Melbourne Vic.

TIME:
10.00am till 12 noon.


The following Ushers workshop will be held at the Victorian Deaf Society on Saturday 2 September 1995, the topic to be announced at the August workshop.


If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Carla Anderson on (03) 9775 8164 (TTY}.

USHERS ACTIVITIES:


The next Ushers activities on Saturday 26 August 1995 is snow trip at Mount Baw Baw.


Mount Baw Baw is the closest alpine ski resort to Melbourne and the Mornington Peninsula.


It's approximately 2 hours from Dandenong. Mount Baw Baw is less than 180 kilometres from the centre of Melbourne.


You don't have to ski to enjoy Mount Baw Baw. It is the perfect mountain for sightseeing and just "fun in the snow". Come for the day or more. Learn to ski or hire a toboggan.


Being less commercial than other resorts Mount Baw Baw offers a beautiful, unspoilt environment. The resort nestles on the edge of the Baw Baw Plateau with spectacular views across the Latrobe Valley to Bass Strait.


It's groomed alpine slopes range from gentle, sheltered  areas for beginners, through to wide intermediate runs and the challenging snow gum bordered trails for the more advanced.

When: Saturday 26 August 1995

Where to meet: the bus will leave Flinders Street Railway Station at the Booking Office in Flinders Street. Time: 8.00am.

We expect to return to Flinders Street at about 6.00pm.


What to bring: spare clothes in case you get wet in the (brrrrr) snow! Bring your lunch or buy lunch at the resort. Bring your camera, money for petrol, hire toboggans, etc.


Please keep this date free for these exciting activities. Come and join us and we'll have fun together.


If you are interested in going, please ring Heather Lawson on 9579 1248 (TTY). It is important to let her know how many people will be coming by Wednesday 16 August so she can organise transport and deaf guides


If you have any questions or want to stay overnight in Melbourne after the snow, you can ring Heather and she will help you to organise for you to stay with the Ushers friends for the night.

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES:


Activities for Usher's Syndrome people will be discussed at the August workshop and more details on next newsletter.

technology development:


BBS - The Bulletin Board Service have some different kinds of BBS. We do not have training for BBS here in Melbourne so we may try to check with RVIB to do some training soon. The RVIB Bush Telegraph BBS is on 03 9521 3686


Internet - If you use your Internet, you call in Melbourne or in the United States, no matter which one you like and you have to pay five dollars per hour between 6pm and 7am Friday through Monday or eight dollars per hour between 7am and 6pm Monday to Friday except at night. You still pay normal telephone bills and plus you pay for Internet at five dollars per hour.


Omni Page device - A device is personal pager system. The unique paging system is designed for people who need to communicate to another person - or need to be aware of a signal from an electronic device, such as a smoke detector, telephone, sound monitor, or doorbell.

Awarness Day for ushers people:


The Deaf-Blind Association will be hosting an "Awarness Day" for Ushers people who want to know more about RVIB's services.


Come along on Friday 28 July 1995 from 10.00am to 12 noon and ask lots of questions.


The 28th is also Ross Onley-Zerkel's last day at the Deaf-Blind Association.


We hope DBA's two new communication officers will be there to meet the Ushers people and explain what they do.

WHERE: Deaf Blind Association



 600 Nicholson Street



 North Fitzroy

Tram number 96 East Brunswick (Bourke Street) and get off at tram stop No. 20.

RSVP by 27 July 1995, and/or any queries, please ring Bob on 9482 1155 (voice); 9489 3091 (TTY); 9486 2092 (fax).

DEAF/BLIND COOK OPENS OWN RESTAURANT:


Danny Delcambre felt that no one would hire a cook who was deaf and blind. So he decided to open his own restaurant. He called the restaurant, the "Ragin' Cajun."


"It's worked out great," said Delcambre's wife, Holly. Holly Delcambre was in Seattle, Washington State, USA where Danny Delcambre opened his restaurant. World Around You talked to her via the telephone.


"We are making it as a business... and Danny has become a kind of community celebrity," she said.


Danny Delcambre was born in New Iberia, a small town in Louisiana. His family came to America from French-speaking Canada. The Delcambres became part of the French-Canadian-Louisiana community called "Cajuns." Cajuns are famous for delicious food.


"Danny always knew that he had eye problems," said Holly Delcambre."The kids would tease him sometimes because he could not see at night and he had tunnel vision."


Delcambre, who graduated from the Louisiana School for the Deaf, learned he had Usher's Syndrome when he was 14 years old, she added. Usher's Syndrome is a genetic condition which can cause people to be deaf and blind.


"Someone came to the school and explained about Usher's Syndrome. Then Danny had a name to call his problem-and the kids stopped teasing him."


After he graduated, he got a job and worked for a while. Then he learned about a special program for deaf and blind students at Seattle Central Community College, in Seattle, Washington State.


It was a long move from the Louisiana bayous to America's west coast, but Delcambre made it in search of a better life.


At the community college, he took courses to become a machinist-but he got frustrated. He began to take cooking classes and found he enjoyed it. Although legally blind, his vision inside his "Usher's tunnel" is good.


Cooking Up a Business


Delcambre had to fight for a full time interpreter in his classes. When the school tried to provide only a part time interpreter, he and his wife met with a lawyer. Under the threat of being sued, the school relented. Delcambre got his interpreter.


The Helen Keller Foundation and the American Council for the Blind sent him scholarship money. Delcambre continued in his cooking classes. There were no Cajun restaurants in Seattle-and Delcambre missed the food of his native Louisiana. He would open a small Cajun restaurant, he decided.


Last April, the Ragin' Cajun opened. The students in the deaf program at nearby Tyee High School were among the first customers.


The food there is delicious," said senior Missy Williams.


"It is good and spicy," agreed Tricia Dalrymple.


"It was crowded," said Linsay Bailey. "But I enjoyed eating there. The food was excellent!"


Delcambre cooks in the open where his customers can see him. He prepares many favorite Cajun dishes-like red beans with andouille, a kind of sausages; blackened chicken; catfish; jambalaya, a mixture of black-eyed peas and sausage; and prawns.


All of his staff signs and most are deaf. Jennifer Bergeson, a deaf woman from Seattle Central Community College, started as a dishwasher, worked her way up to waitress, and is now the manager.


"For the first three months, Jennifer worked with an interpreter," said Holly Delcambre. "But now she works on her own."


Bergeson, who works Monday through Friday, reads lips well, she said. But the weekend manager, who is also deaf, does not. How does the weekend manager handle the hearing customer? "He manages," said Holly Delcambre.


Of course many customers are deaf. Some deaf people travel to Seattle just to enjoy eating in the "deaf restaurant." But the business is dependent on hearing people, too. Both deaf and hearing people love good food, and fast, friendly service.


Delcambre told Seattle reporters that he plans to hire more deaf workers-because they work harder, memorize the menu faster, and earn better tips.


"I am not surprised by how well this worked out," Chef Delcambre said. "I've known how well deaf people can succeed. It's the other people who are surprised."


This story came from a magazine called "World Around You" (May June 1994) for deaf people in the United States.

any news:-


If you have any news, suggestions or write stories about your life in sports, adventure, holiday or something new, etc. please address them to:-

Peter M Tarrant

Secretary of VUC
3 Cooinda Court

Frankston Vic 3199

Phone: (03) 9783 4957 (TTY)

Internet - ptarrant@ozemail.com.au

Edited by P Tarrant.

