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Keller, Helen Adams

Helen Keller, deaf and blind from the age of two, overcame her disabilities and with the help of her teacher, Anne Sullivan, learned to speak, read, and write. Keller inspired many others with her writing and lectures. 
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Hello to the Readers,

My name is Peter Tarrant, secretary of the Victorian Ushers Group. This is our first true Usher's Syndrome newsletter independently from the Deaf World.

We are finally responsible our work with newsletter after four years under the Victorian Council of Deaf People (VCOD) formerly of the Deaf Services Network and the Victorian Deaf Society (VDS). In the past, we were working with VCOD and VDS, and VCOD was responsible for workshop, activities and newsletter and we wish to thank staff at VCOD for great help for our success during the past four years. We have learnt a lot since March 1991 and will continue our success.

We wish to thank Phil Harper and Carla Anderson for their work hard helping people with Usher's Syndrome into a successful Usher's Syndrome Club. We also thank Teresa Cumpston-Bird (Usher's Syndrome Support and Outreach Worker) from the Victorian Deaf Society for working hard to help people with Usher's Syndrome to solve their problems.Teresa searched for the most suitable deaf people to volunteer as guide/interpreters and to be involved in the Usher's Syndrome Club.

I better stop typing so I will type more at the next newsletter.

USHERS COMMITTEE:

The first Usher's Syndrome Committee meeting was held on Thursday 16 March 1995. The new members of the committee are:

President - Heather Lawson
Secretary - Peter Tarrant
Treasurer - Colleen Tarrant
Committee members - Allan Lawson
					  Gina Pontelandolfo.

We each other congratulated for new Committee for the Usher's Syndrome Club.

DEAF BLIND PEOPLE'S FUTURE:

Commonwealth Rehabilitation Service only provides equipment for disabled people in the workforce but not for house users.

Bulletin Board Service (BBS)- In the future, people will communicate on a BBS rather than a TTY - but at present, computer equipment is very expensive. More information at the next newsletter.

Internet is an electronic news, information, etc, you need your computer and modem and you have to pay more for them like BBS. Daily newspapers are more easy for everybody to read but not very good for Deaf blind people. Internet costs more than daily newspaper. More information at the next newsletter.

At the moment, many employers still don't understand Deaf blind people, Job Focus told me.

RVIB Enterprises for blind people in the sheltered workshop, they start work at 7.40AM!

New National TTY Relay Service will start on Tuesday 30 May 1995. According to Victorian Deaf Society's newsletter, it says "THERE WILL BE AN EQUIPMENT ACCESS PROGRAMME (TO HELP PEOPLE BUY TTY AND MODEMS) FOR PEOPLE WHO QUALIFY. The company will distribute another information very soon. The National TTY Relay Service phone number is 1 800 806 775.

USHERS WORKSHOP:

The next Ushers workshop will be held at the Victorian Deaf Society on Saturday 3 June 1995. Please be there at 9.45am so you can have a cuppa and chat. RSVP not needed.

TOPIC:	Transportation Issues and Assertives.

WHERE: Victorian Deaf Society
		 Horace Bedggood Building
		 Conference Room
		 101 Wellington Parade South
		 East Melbourne Vic.

TIME:	10.00am till 12 noon.

Please note: A decision to name new Ushers Club will be announced at the workshop on Saturday 3 June. The Ushers suggestion logo will be seen there. You may draw a graph of your suggestion and bring it to the workshop.

[image: ] this is ushers project logo.
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USHERS ACTIVITIES:E

The next Ushers activities for May 27 is cancelled. The following activities will be on Saturday 24 June 1995 is Point Nepean National Park at Portsea. 

As a fortified area and quarantine station, Point Nepean was out of bounds to the public for more than 100 years. Then in 1988 it was opened as part of a new Point Nepean National Park. Now you can spend a great half-day or day there.

- Enjoy some of Victoria's most magnificent coastal scenery.
- Look out over the dangerous Rip and watch the ships coming into and out of Port Phillip Bay.
- Take a ride on the special Transporter.
- Explore historic fortifications (make strong).
- See Cheviot Beach, where former Prime Minister Harold Holt disappeared in December 1967.
- Enjoy delightful short family walks to the Bay beach and Cheviot Hill.

A special Transporter will take you to the tip of Point Nepean, Alternatively you can walk (total return distance from entrance 14km).

Allow at least three hours for your visit.

There are picnic tables, displays and audio visuals at the Orientation Centre. Toilets are provided there, at Observatory Point and at the tip of Point Nepean.

There is no kiosk or shop, so you need to take food and drinks if you plan a picnic. Wear walking shoes and a raincoat in winter. The Point has no protection and is very open and there is little shelter.

The bus will leave at Frankston Railway Station at 10.00am on Saturday 24 June 1995. The national park opens 9am until 5pm. Please bring your own food and drinks and wear sufficent clothes and good walking shoes for the park. Please bring some money for petrol. We expect to return at Frankston between 3pm and 5pm.

Please keep your date free for the exciting activities. Be there!

If you interested to go, please ring Heather Lawson on 9579 1248 (TTY) by 16 June 1995.

The activities for Usher's Syndrome people for this year. The plans on the queue are:-

Maze at Geelong and picnic.
Weekend away within Victoria.

usher's syndrome awarness workshop:

Hi, my name is Heather Lawson. I am Deaf and legally blind as a result of Usher's Syndrome. Usher's Syndrome is a combination of deafness and Retinitis Pigmentosa (tunnel vision) which may gradually lead to vision loss.

The workshop is for Deaf people who are interested to learn about Usher's Syndrome. It will have some topics to tell you:

1. What is Usher's Syndrome?
2. How to communicate in sign language with Usher's Syndrome people (like how to sign so a person can see it or touching sign or Deaf blind fingerspelling, etc.)
3. How to guide a blind person safely.
4. Have the experience to see how it feels to be Deaf blind.
5. We will have two or three Usher's people to talk briefly about what we do in life and how we learn to be independent living. So you may ask questions that you may not know what Usher's people can do or can't do in life.

Deaf people are the most welcome.

The workshop will be on Thursday 29 June 1995 at 7pm till 9.30pm in the Conference Room at the Victorian Deaf Society. Please feel free to contact Teresa Cumpston-Bird on 9657 8130 (TTY).

By Heather Lawson.

MY TRIP TO QUEENSLAND:
march-april 1995.

Hi mates!

Guess what? I got back from two weeks in Queensland. I have been travelled around between Noosa Heads and Coolangatta. I have been stayed at my cousin and friend's places. I liked Noosa Heads better than Gold Coast because of too crowded.

I have been catching the trains, buses and taxis. There were no trams up there! There will be a new train rail for Gold Coast from Brisbane soon.

I had met a lovely Queenslander Usher's Syndrome lady was called Marie Watson, that she had been to Melbourne in two Octobers ago. She was very good at painting! I have been to the Sunnybank Deaf Club.

I have been around the mountains of Gold Coast with a driver who drove his four wheels drive, with his sister, who can use in sign language. She communicated with me. It was very interesting.

I have been to the Sea World and Dreamworld. The Dreamworld amusement park, now has a new rollercoaster ride. I have not been there for a decade.

I got home and went to bed at half past eight because it was very freezing!

I hope you will enjoy my story.

From Colleen Tarrant.

DEAF FESTIVAL:

Instead of Deaf Pride Week in August, the exciting Deaf Festival will be on 21 and 22 October 1995. More information soon.

DID YOU KNOW???:

Yesterday's TOTAL FIRE BAN was a damp squib at the outdoor celebration of the centenary of the Association for the Blind's braille and talking book library - none of the 100 birthday cake candles could be lit.

By The Age "ODD SPOT" Wednesday 7 December 1994.

Touching Art - Photograph of the Year? I think so - John Lamb's shot of two Deaf/blind people and the dog ('The Age', 3/5).

By The Age 'ACCESS AGE' May 1993.

From the Editor:- I remember what had happened in the newspaper, two Deaf/blind people chat each other while one guide dog belong to one owner, was sitting on the floor quietly. (Ed.)

ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND BAR

One lunchtime in early January this year, I dropped off the laptop computer, I borrowed it from RVIB over Christmas and New Year's holidays. I decided to visit RVIB bar. I was told about the new bar in November 1994. I entered the newest bar and looked around, it was once for something else and later converted into a bar. Only once so far I had visited there and I would like to have a chat with someone there! The bar and food prices were reasonably good. I had salad and ricotta pastry for lunch for about five dollars and a stubby of beer for three dollars. Not bad? but good for someone to enjoy chat there?

The RVIB bar is called 'THE ELMS' and they open 8AM until 3PM Monday to Friday.

GOSSIP?

DID YOU KNOW WHAT DOES RVIB STAND FOR? IT STANDS FOR READ VERY INTERESTING BOOKS?

I was told from someone in Victoria, a person who has a blind pension, was driving his taxi! No kidding! 

By Peter Tarrant.

"THE CASPER HORROR SHOW"

Last Friday early afternoon, I went to the Victorian Deaf Society, Community Centre. I knew about VCOD'S office recently moved there from Melbourne CBD. I entered the Community Centre for the first time in several years, I climbed up the stairs like 'JACK THE BEANSTALK' and I entered VCOD'S new office and the office looked like New White Age. I found Phil Harper and I could hardly see his new office properly because of some big windows. It was too bright. His face looked like Casper, the friendly ghost!

By Peter Tarrant.

VISION HEARING SUPPORT CLUB:

The Vision Hearing Support Club is held every third Saturday each month. They welcome people with Vision Hearing Impairment, Deaf blind and Usher's Syndrome to gather for chat, activities, meeting, etc. Please contact Di Hartman at the Association for the Blind on 9824 8442 (TTY) for information.

EXHIBITION 1995 BY PULSE DATA INTERNATIONAL PTY LTD:

There will be an exhibition at the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind in Melbourne, 23-24 June, Ormond Hall, 557 St Kilda Road, Melbourne, 12:30-6pm and 10am-4pm respectively.

rvib expo 1995:
To be announced at the next newsletter.

NEWSLETTERS:

US FAMILIES (Usher's Syndrome newsletter from the United Kingdom) Please contact Bob at the Deaf Blind Association on 9489 3091 (TTY) for information.

BEACON (Australian newsletter for visually hearing impaired, and Deaf blind people) Please contact Bob at the Deaf Blind Association on 9489 3091 (TTY) for information.

NAT-CENT NEWS (Helen Keller National Center of New York, USA for Deaf blind children and adults). To be announced soon.

EXIT :

This newsletter is available:-
Normal print (Arial, point 10 and bold)
Large print (Arial, point 18 and bold)
Braille (group 1 or 2)
Computer disk (Microsoft Word 2.0, Word Perfect 5.1 or ASCII).

Do you have any news, suggestions, etc. Please addressed to me:-

Peter M Tarrant
Secretary of VUG
3 Cooinda Court
Frankston Vic 3199
Phone: (03) 9783 4957 (TTY)

*New letterhead to be announced at the next Ushers workshop on Saturday 3 June 1995.
Edited by P Tarrant. (Easy English)
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